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EDITORIAL .. , . . , . < . ., 
' 

. . . ,. . , , , ;': c. ' : .. . . , . 

This f i r s t  issue of the Newsletter i s  inevitably UmiM i n  the 

number of its contributors. The Newsletter should be the mouthpiece of 

the Group and it must have something to say; it should be more than jus t  

a ser ies  of interest ing ar t ic les .  It must be a source of information; a 

disseminator of ideas &d 'techniques; a vehicle f o r  discussion and 

argument. It will achieve these purposes in d i rec t  proportion t o  your 

contributions, Members of the Group. 
. . . . I . ,  . \ ;. J . . . .  

please.. contribute t ol :our f ;tyre i s. .sues.. . .We need. . a r t i c l e s  of 
. . .. , 

i n t e res t  and. . . . . -,scholarship... . I* p a r t i & r , w e  need. . .t o  p;blish your 'appea~
::.L > : : . ). : .  . . 

f o r  information and materiq a* the responses. . .t o  thes? appe.8.l~.
i t . '  . , - ' 7 . ; .  . , . . < . .  a.. .. \ .. . . . . . ..,. . . . . . .  

This publication i s  f o r  your use. I cannot urge you too strongly 

t o  "Use It". 

Editor 
Brian .Page. 



FROM THE CHAIRMAN 


In contrast to  nany of the other recently formed geological 

specialist  groups, GCO td11 need a sense of participation and 

involvement from its membership i n  order t o  achieve the aims stated 

i n  i ts Constitution. To my mind there are many problems in urgent 
h
need of solution with regard t o  th i s  Country's geological. 

collections. I believe it is a sense of t h i s  need that  has helped -.a 


foster the formation of our Group, and has been behind the great 

in teres t  and goodwill that haa been expressed, even before we have 

become active. Noting this, and with a membership standing a t  

over sixty (even a t  this .earlystage), I fee l  confident of a . . 

l ively  group emerging. 
" - *  

In  order t o  encourage this sense of involvement, your 

Colmuittee has planned that  some of our meetings w i l l  be of the ' 

discussion or  seminar type on certain aspects of geological 

curatorial concern. Our first meeting of this type w i l l  be held 

on 13th December a t  the AGM when the subdect fo r  discussion w i l l  

be accessioning procedures. 

Details of what I term the data acquisition act iv i t ies  

of the Group are still being finalised. ThFs side of our 

ac t iv l t ies  w i l l  be co-ordinated by Philip Doughty acting as  the 

Group's ttRecorderw. Here too widespread participation by the 

Group a s  a whole w i l l  be needed. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, and as  Brian Page 

has already stressed in his editorial,  the Newsletter w i l l  live, 

or merely survive (perhaps) depending on our sense of involvement 

as members of the Group. To those of you, who l ike  me, sometimes 

f e e l  somewhat isolated i n  our flivorp basementsfl, here is  your 

means of cooaanmication! 

Chairman 

Roy .Clemence 

P R m m m :  

One-day meetings have been arranged for  18th October 

a t  Ifhe Geological Museum, 13th December a t  the Geological 

Society and 21st  March a t  Sheffield Museum. 'Firther deta i ls  

regarding these w i l l  be sent out with ths ~ A s l e t t e r s .  



3. 
INAUGURAL MEETING OF niE OLOGICAL CURATORS GROUP 

,. . 

he m=eting. .  was the G~?I .o~~cL
, ~ o c i e t p ' spremises. 
 v:. <.?, i;.::. .  ." . . . . .  

in Burlington House with !like 
, ,*- Jones (~e i ces t e r  ksgwns) i n  the chair. 

t "  ' 

Fiftp five people attended the meet& and there.' were 22 apologies 

for absence. 
0 . 

1. Minutes The minutes of the Leicester meeting were ' .  
approved. 

2. Affiliation Nike Jones reported on the wark of the 

sub-committee se t  up a t  the Leicester meeting. They had approached 
* I

the Specialist Groups ~ o n d t t e e  of the Geological Society 

inrest igi te the po&iibility of aff i l iat ion.  As a r e k l t  of thid 
meetjmgi. . . . . . .  . . . 

. . . . . . . .  

. . < , . . . .  . . . . . . . .  

. . 

aj . me c-ttii had expressed S - t . ~  vlth the iiiiof  K 


the Group. 

b). The Committee accepted that  there would be no serious 

clash with the work or policy of the Geological Information Group. 
, . 

c 1. The Camittee wished to  be a w e d  of the.viabi l i ty  of the 

Group, especially i n  terns of its s t r i c t l y  geologipl  mambership, 

its relation t o  the Museums Association and the extent of its 

support within the museum professian. 

d). Until such time as these provisions wem resolved, the 

Committee would rec-emd 'toCouncil that  the Group be al- . 
Use of the Soc ie~~s .apar twenta  its Newsletter for bueinees 

. . -
purposes. ( ~ h i srecol.nepbtion hsd, ben accept&.by &n&'iiI. on 

lbth March). 
. . v . 

flike also stressed me.desirabiUty of the Group's close 

association with the Museums Association, and mentioned that Colin 

h e r  was attending the meeting o i  the ~bsociat ion 1s behah-. 

3. Constitution The provisional mastitutioa was discussed 

a t  some length, revealing sane basic divergences of view among 

those present. One suggestion was that  there should be two 
I % 

claseks of men;bership: 

Professional members - those concerned with the curation 
. . - . I. _ I  

8 . .. 
and conservatian of specimens; 

-
Non-pmfessional members others interested in the ains 

of the Group. 

he feeling of the meeting vas, h&&, that  this vas 

complicating things unnecessarily in view of the probable small 
size of the Grou~. 



h. 
- - - W "  

A t  the other extreme, fears!'ierb expresddd' thab interwted 

parties (sci~oot-t- 6- i k i c i ~txxi- int h i s  

respect) might be deterred From joining by the requirement that 

applic8flts m k t  be 'proposed 'and secodded by &niber* if ththsroup. . - . , 

~twas &ggemted that  prig&& 3 b'etm&ded to wn&uie::. . -
l%kd.dat&sfor -msmb~rshipshall 'harethei r  appkcstibn hppPoveded

.-, .' . . L  A ' 
by the Comitteev~. This amendment was carried. 

, l ,  6 .
I -, ' i r  . 

The amended constitution' kb f &dIy adopte'%i&' the ., 

proviso that, once a cormittee had been elected, they shouid draf t  
,:. , . L I ,. , . , . . . . . . .additionhl 'papagraphs to  ewer: ...-. .... . 

. ., ,  : ,. a 
. ,. .  " 1 ; . . " 3 : .  . ' ! : . . -. ,' ,  . : 

1 ' the ~ ~ & d ~ e. . . .for apexdjq'thk. . . .  +-constitution;,. $  . . 
, ... , r.:,i-. ;. . . 1.:, . . 

2). _ .  Cthe'disposal.- . ;f"hn&, in the &&itof the. . .~ r o u ~ ~ ~ d i s s o l u t i ~ n  
.., . . . . . . . ' . .  . . . . .. . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . 1 . '  I;;: . L <  

h. Officers & Committee A strategically placed tea-break 

having allowed ample time for wheeling and dealing, the following 
1 , 

were elected t 
S 5 

Chairman:, .. Roy Clements (Leicester University).... 
. . . , . .  . .

' 4 , . . * 1  _ 
Secretary:. . . . . . . .Mike Jon?s (Leicester: ., ~u.bums) . 

'.,,,: ; , : . . . . ...,<..,
' 

. . 1 ., , . . '  .,U . .  
, , l  

Treakrir :  *M ~ e m h g t ~ n - ~ ~ o r g eonca caster 'MUSBUJU) 

. . . .  . .Brian Page ( ~ e e l eUniversity) 1 .;, 

I b.

Tin Riley (Sheffteld Museum>)!' . '' - . . 

'icxidtj.es , : .-.h ga&j.::,ds&&j,,n the  aohseisus 
dRl ;to' b& wt W. '* . a & , ~ ~ s s, *Md.j&lude, . ":. ,.; ,: ,.:- . 

. . , - .  
, ., 5 " L!.:,;,.,: 

11. Seminars a t  different centres. Each v i s i t  to  include an 
.... . ::I..eX&tian'.& the geolog*&l *' .!. .'. . . .: . . .  

. . - . . . .. !.. , , .:. -.:.,.? P:.: .:..:... 

2'). ~kpor t eoh the stat;. . . .  o'f. toolsewn, .. - ,  collections.:...+>. ?specially those 
, . a . . . . .. , - .  .. :,:* ,c: , ; .;"..' - ,  

, 

i n  museums which had no professkal ,  curator. It was suggested tha t  

working m i e s  mightJbe set ~p t o  barry ou% ;es& a p b k u s  a t  
< - ~ 

such museums. 
' . :  . , . ,. ,  . . . , . ' :. .-.' , .: . $ L : L  

3 1. TGvieit- of g i o l o g i d  s i t e s  ( i n c i u w: , :+:' c & s e ~ a i i o n.C,: . 
.-..- S  ?d..- . , .! * .  

s i t e s). 

. .:, . _  . .  

6. Annual Subscription An annual subscription of €1.00 was 
. .. .  i . . a . . . . . . .  .,,.i. ,, . .  2 

. . . 
, ,- . . .  S..agreed. .,. 1 

. 
. . .  . ., . 8 . '. ., . . . : .  . . . r :  , : . * . l ; , :  ; 3 - ! , ; ; . :  v i i : :  :..., 5 . 2%.;, 

, ., 

. . :., ' . . . . a  

.,l . .. . . . .  . . 
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5. 
GEOLOGICAL GOIU$C!lXOPTS AM1 COLLECTORS OF NOT6 

It was thought that  a series of articles'on Museums and 

collections Qf importance might be of interest  to  members of the Group. 

Attention t o  the former e~dstence of important geological 

collections a t  Lichfield, Staffordshire, was first drawn through reading 

John Whitehurst 'S classic "An Inquiry into the Original State and 

Formation of the Earth" l st ed. 1778. 
. , I j  

fn this (p.158 2nd ed. 1786) fvfossi l  cr?codilesn were 

recorded from Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Oxfordshire and YorkshQe. 

In those days foss i l  crocodiles or.whales were not inftequently c i b d  
, k . 

in the l i terature,  referringcto Jurassic ichthyosaurs Qrp1es~oeau.s. 

The surprise was finding su& anhals recorded for  Derb;yshire i n  which 

no Liassic sedimerrts are knam, whereas they are .in the other countieq. 

Clarification came from W i l l i a m  Martin's "Petrificata Derbiensia", 

1809, in wfiich Whitehurst I s  Derbyshire lcr6bodilel i s  sham to '  have 
l 

been an orthocone cephalopod misidentified a s  the tail  of a crocodile! 

The qucffsymen where the rrspecimen was found then still called these 

cephalopods 'crocodiles tails l. Mar%inalso mentions that  hitehurrst's 

original specimen was purchased by a foreign collector and Passed 

"into the cabinet of one of the G e m  princesff. 

White Watson also discusses the crocodile in  his "A 

Delineation of the Strata of Derbyshire etc.", 1811 p. 43 and 

records that  crocodiles do not o c w  i n  the  (Carboniferous) 

Campact Shell-U.x@stone of Derbyshire a s  Whitehurst had said. 

More interesting i s  the. recorcf by Watson uThat the Gcmgetjic (~anges) 

crocodile i s  probably peculiar to the Pouzzolenic Unestone b e e a  

Blue Lias) found a t  Bath. A very fj& petrified skeleton f ive feet  

aine inches i n  length imbedded in this Umestone i s  now in the 

possession of Mr .  Wright, Surgeon, Lichfieldj found 3C ,feet below the 

surface at Wilmcote new Stratfoxd-on-Avon in 1810fl.. 

This~eh6usthat foss i l  i ch thy06au~ were coff~aori knhledge 
i n  the Bath .area before Hary Anning s'imch overrated dZscovery a t  

Qme Regis, Dorset in 1011. John W-cot t  had figured an ich-saur 

femur and vertebra fram near Bath i n  1779. '.lbry'~nrringhas too oPtm 

been credited with the f i r s t  disooverJr o z ~ a n  Tchthyosalrr but the 

specimen was found i n  1810 by her brather (she kcs'thenonly eleven) 

and was by no means the f i r s t  spechen. ' Edward Lh- had figured 

vertebrae in 1699 from the L i q  of >q?.ton Passage, Glos. and the f i r s t  

English skeleton rec~r$* was de~cribedin 1719 from Uncolqshire. 
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Rich& -$'a historical interest skeleton thus had c~n8ide~able  

as  being mother pre-Anning specimen ,recorded i n  print* Additional 

interest waa supplied by the fac t  that the quarry a t  Wilmcote was probably 

that  which yielded lithographic stone from the White Lias to Redman, an 
English pioneer of lithography in this c o ~ t r y ,iiihich was supplied t o  him 

by W i l l % a m  Jarnes, who otsned the quarry. J a e s  was an early friend of 
t .

WilUmn Smlth - the father of Eng;lish~:gedlo&y ' - and an early railway 
, . 

promoter. ,-

Hunting for  information about M r .  right, Surgeon, revealed that 

a Richard Wright MOD.was -elected E'GS i n  181 7 ( ~ o o d d'1 907 p 279). The 

British Museum Catalogire -of Printed Books also recarded a book published 

in t805 t v A i  ' ~ c c w tof ,the (early) Life of Dr.  Samuel Johnsontv by a 

Richard wAght; Sarge& a t  Lichfield. Keele had ,a copy of t h i s  rar i ty  

and on the t i t l e  page the editor was recorded as ~ ~ r o ~ r i e t o rof the 

Museum of Antiquities, Natural and Artificial Curiosities etc., Lichfieldvv. . . 
This was where the ichthyosaur fram WiLmcote found a home. 

Finding out what -.hap&sd to  the Museum i a  a sadder story. 

llhe Lichfield Museum was founded by anothe~  surgeon, Richard 

Greene 1 716?1793 .(DNB). About 17b2, when he was 26, he started collacti?g 

objects iof ipterest . They were deposited i n  the noan sham on our cover 

( ~ e n t sMag. 1788 opp. p.81r7). Lichf'ield wsrs the birthplace of EUas 
Ashmole, the founder of Oxford's Ashmolean Museum, and Greene mgy ham 
gained some inspiration &&n him. ' 

Greenela col~ect ion buil t  up* with the aid  of nuay benefactors, 

unti l ,  i n  1 77b, Samuel Jobtlaon visited .it. Twq.,year8 laGex,  cm another 

visit, Baswell recorded the wonderful colleatj;o51 u&%hthe neat-labels 

printed on Qreene'a qwn press. . . 

- In 1773 the f'irst printed cataldgue was'i8sued (co'w i n  BM), 

followed by a' second edition in 1782 ( c o b  in sa l t  gbh; Sta&'ord) ard a 

third i n  - 7 786 (copies BPI 8nd Salt). Thes'e gave det'ails .of the conttiats 

of the Museum and the various additions. Thd%,con.t'entsof &e c*binbts 

shown i n  the cover i l lustret ion can be identified. f r a m  t h i a .  - Note the 

large half ammqmite in t@bottpm half.of the rlgb;t hand cabinet i n  the 

farthest room. In the geologi- sphere the coUect$on contained fossils,  

minerals, o v a ,  crpWs, spara, marbles, fluors, in~rwtertionssnd 
petrefactions. (Nokice early use of word foesi l  to  denote anything'dug 

up and petrefaction for  what we today call fossSla), Mang other sphere8 

of interest  othqur than geologfcd were rqpres.ented, 
' 

No* surprisingly, i n  view of the b e ,  l f t t l e  s c i h t i f i c  

infoxmation Ss given wft h  the foss i l s  ~~ minerlls and not always i a  k e n  

the locali ty recorded. Sheppey, Bath and Derbyshire are however 

conspicuous. In the 1782 cat. is a fascinating eight page l i s t  of 



V. 

~Benefac'torsto the l4hseum*l. The major benefsctoreto wtrom the catalogue 
is  dedicated i s  S i r  Ashton hve r ,  who himself Wit up.a fYne Museum in 
London. Also included are a t  l eas t  six members of the famous hnm 
Society of Birmingham namely: -

1). Matthew Boulton of Soho, Birmingham. 


2). Erasmus Darwin of Radbourne near Derby (formerly of Lichfield). 


3). Thomas .Day of London. 


4). J q a Keir of Soho, Binninghan. 

5 ) .  ~AhnW t e h u r s t  of London (formerly of ~el 'by). 

6). Wi l l i am Withering of Birmingham. 

The Lunar Society consisted of only 14 members, who l ivednot  

only round Birml;ngham,but also i n  Derby, Newcastle-under-Qme and 

Lichfield and met once a.month at home of a member on the Monday 

nearest the full moon t o  allow $hmmoonlight to  travel  home by. 

Naturally hough thier act iv i ty  led t o  the i r  being named the Lunatics 

and t o  them being satirised by W i U l a m  Blake. Rubert Schofield, in  hi6 

study of "The Iwar Soclety of . B i m & g h ~ "  1963, discusses the society, 

itis membership and i ts  a c t i e t i e s  on eo fronts uehering i n  the 
Indus- ~ a l u t i o n .  SchofleU nowhere mentime C)reenels Museum but 

there s e a s  a vary obwious come~tlon. Sadly the catalogues do not 

normally record exactly what each -factor 1:s gif't was. Qle of John 

Whitehurstls @f ta  was  a triangu3car pyrameter invented .by the %npnious 

Mr; Whitehurat of Derby". . This coafirms Whitehurst's interest  in this 

field, which the Wedgwoods were pioneering as well as Whitehurst. 
(Schofield 1963 p.170) Whitehurst, who died in 1788, was the most 

important geologist of the group and, i n  his book cited above, made 

significant ccmtributions t o  the development of s t r a t i g r a m  and the 

idea that  fasai ls  characterised strata,  as  well as  the recognition of 

igneous rocks (~ha l l i no r  1947). Whitehurst had been working on his 

book the t*Inquirp since before 1763 and may well have corifributed 

geological speciinens to Gresne's Museum as well. 

Other possible geological benefactors ihclude, by 1782; the 

l a t e  Joshua Pla t t  of Oxford FRS snd author of a penetrating paper on 
1 % 

b e l d t e s  published i n  1765. M t t l e  is'h about matt ixcept 

that he w a s  born in 1699 and is last keard of in mid 1773 d t h g  to 

the Gentlemans Magazine about fossils.  Sherborn, 1934, records k 
as a curioslt~&ower but he seems' h have been a l o t  '1001% dcientific ' 

than that  phrase night &.ply. Greenelo list records him in 1782 as 

the la& M r .  Platt, 'so he must have died between 1773-1782. 

Both those who inspired Oilbert Nhitels n&turalHistory of , 

Selbornel*w e r e  benefactors; Thomaa Pennant (1 726-1798) of hw~ing,  
, 

FUntshire, and Dainee Bsrrington (1727-1800) of London. Both were 

keen natural h i ~ t o r i a n s  and contributed to palaeonblogy b i  building 



8. 
coWections m psrbli&iag ,.MestUfi o  , m c l e q .  ,~Pengmatl s collact$ons 

. .  ,w&t t o  the .B4?(MI).ln192. 

In 1793 Greene died and his son continued t o  keep the 'hseum 

open "at a l l  times except Sundays'f for  a few years. 1x11799 his son 

sold the collection of foss i ls  and minerals to  Si r  John St. Adbyn for 

Cl00. St. Aubyn lived 1758-1 839 (DNB)' and amassed a fine collection 

of minerals some of whlch were l a t e r  given t o  the ci ty of Dednport. 

Greene '8 entire Museum i s  supposed t o  ha& fetched E1OOO and t i e  

majority of it waa purchased i n  ~ecember 1800 for  C600 by Walter 

Honywood Yate of Bromsbemck near Gloucester. He was then 21 and 

married-only five-months. h e  wanders If the marriage dowry was 

spent on the Museumt - a t e  obviously hrked hard a t  building up the , 

lfuseum and, in 1&l,published "A Coneiee and Descriptive Catalogue 

of all the N8twal' sllid-Artiflciaz Curiosities in th% Museumn ((hp$ in 

Salt Lib.) Th2s was Ribhard Greene's colleQtion with &any additions . 

M&& by Yate and.did contain geological spmike8e oontrw t o  

Sherbotm's claim (1 S O  ~59) .  Thia catalogue slmlLarlp dmtain$a list 
of the Huseumls benefactors (8 -8). are a s  same as  in Greene'a 

1782 list but one new hame is  thatlof the Wv. Beqjamh Richardsonj, . 

of Bath. It was Riohardsori a o ,  i n  1799, had takes 'dam from Willissl 

Wals dlctahtion the fanwas f i r a t  WTbble of Englirrh B t ~ & t a ~ ~so of- 

repr&wed. Z t  would be internsting t o  kacko.which epeelinens Richanison, 

who WELB Very g~nerouk'4ri-thU s  collections, had. donated, but we w i l l  never 

know. . 

The m s e p  did not stay long in i a t e  S 0U;lership for, by '18d. 
Richard Wright ?as proprietor of the kseua'bnee again i n  LichPleld. 

He had purchased the Museum from Yate 'sometine before this and s e t  it 

up in Lichfield Close. 
< . 

Soare,interestiag and UbeLloub detai ls  about Xate are 
L 

recorded by S.G. Perceval 1838-1922 (See Min, Hag, 267-8 for 

obituarg). He wrote t o  the librarian of the Salt  Library i n  1881 -
' 

for,. in@nnatiqn about k e n e  lq Mus&~pE&, on.7th December, 1881 sent 
v . . 

a note, about W.H, Yate. Perceval lived a t  Henbury near Bristol 'and . , . _ .  
made some enquiries via some connections in 0Aos. whence he wrote 

Ws. ate, having disaipted his property' ahd been obliged to l ive. , G 

i - 5 . . 

l a t t e r l y  the charity of h i s  fA,+ds, h i s  &norJ is not held in much
:.'..:' -

favour W,his he i r  *andmkeaentatike, the Rev.. H.D .Y. Scott of . 
< , " ,  ' - ,' 8. 

Tibbarton near Gloucester - He appear? t o ,  b e  bein ' a v e y  Geak -
i I . . -

vain individual !'an in te l lec t  so weak that in present state  of the 

Lunacy Laws he woUd have been deemed'idid&p&bbof mranagimg'h i s  own 
I' , L .aff aii.8" I 

, , , - ' , :"; b .  


Hardly ideal h ~ e u mCurator. 
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WFight was Richard Greenels grandson and probably regretted the 

collection leaving Lichfield. When he purchased it from W.H. Yate he 

kept it in his house and added his own extensive collections of minerals, 

foss i l s  and shel ls  fioluding his ichthyosaur. It was pilfered a l i t t l e  

by h i s  sons and some coach-wheel siaed m o n i t e s  were even l e f t  propped 

up outside hie ~ I o u s ~ ~  Wright died in 1 821 and, a s  so often ham=, 
his collections dispersed by suction. 

This took place in the Lichfield Guildhall over August' 9 st 

to  10th 1821, conducted by M r ,  Harris. The printed sa le  catalogue 

survives in the Library of the Royal College of Surgeons (J.M. 

Chalmers-Hunt kindly found this fo r  me). Prices realised were 

lamentably small, many l o t s  reachbg merely 6d. or 9d. Adam Sedgwick 

made a special journey t o  the auction a f t e r  geological work i n  the south 

of England and "was fortunate i n  obtaining some very valuable specimens 

a t  what he considered a reasonable price. They were conveyed t o  the 

(Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge) in one very large casett. (clark and Hughes 

1890 1 ~233) .  

Perhaps the Sedgwick acquired the i c h t h y o s w  for Just in 

Delair tells me (in lit. 18/8/7t)  tkt the collections here now include 

uncrushed portions of toothed ichthyosaur jaws Reg. no. S4 J 47003 

recorded from the Uas "near Lichfieldv - where there is no IiLas, 

Possibly the source was instead Wright's collection. What happened 

t o  the remainder of the collection and a l l  the non-geological material 

i s  not known. Another Cambridge contemporary of Sedgwick, the Rev. D r .  

William Webb, 1775-1 856, a man of antiquarian in teres ts  mchased  spme 

of the specimens acco- to 5.0. Perceval tsa le t terquoted above and 

some of these a r e  n w  in the British Museum (Blomumbury). Some objects 

were purchased by Hewitt of IiLchfield and were passed to the present 

Lichf'ield Museum founded in 1859. Other objects were untraceably 

scattered, a sad end to a collection bu i l t  up over nearly eighty years. 

H.S. Torrens 

I am deeply grateful  to the Librarian and Staff of the 

W i U a m  Sal t  Library of Stafford for  pemission to quote from S.G. 


Perceval's l e t t e r s ,  arad allowing use of the i r  splendid collections. 


J. Delair, J .M. Chalmers-Hunt and the Uchfield Ubrary 

Staff ~lrostkindly provided infonnation i n  correspondence. 




. .(Other than those suffiaiently oited i n  the text ) ,  

$3.CLARK and T.M. WGHES. 1 890 
' 5 

W e  and le t t e r s  of the Rev, Adam Sedgwick Vol. .1 C.U .P. 

' From WhIteh*st l s Inqui+ t o  Faley l e Derbyshire. A' 


chapter i n  the Hlstary of English Gbology. 


Trans, N. Staffs. F.C. -81. 


. DNB -

The Lunar Society gf Birmingham O.U.P. 

An ear* b i l l  ;far fpssiler from JDahqa Platt  of Oxford 1772. 

1882 Natura l . i s t .Wyl~l3~117 .  l : 

. . b . . 

Where is the ................ collection. 
. , 
~ .u .P .  ' 

The History of athe Geological Society of b n b n .  . 
Geol. Soc. hnd. ,  ' j . 



11.m NOT m STORE TYPE SPECmS 
B. 


\ 1 


Australia had one geologjcd museum less  since the - Geological., , ... 

Survey of Victoria handed over their  collections to the Melbourne Museum. 

The *bey nnzsek;' formerly open t o  the public, condated of a 

eeri=s of disph$fbabinatb i n  galleries and corridors whlch also how& 

the s M r a p  cabiheta containing the Survey~s reference :collections* The 

galleries a-ar ' to have 'beeh completely unpatmlled dnd, although ' the 

storage dmwbrs were lock&, the l o c h  were of a type that  could 'readily 

be forced with the blade of a M f e .  

. & 1st  May, 1973,.. the. police were called t o  the museum af ter  

a member of staff reported seeing a teenage boy acting suspiciously on 

one of the galleries. When questioned by the police, the boy admitted 

removing specimens from the mueeum over a period of several writhe. In 

his opisicm anything,n~t on displrrg was not really needed and was 
therefore unlikely to be miszred. He had acted on th i s  a smpt ion  t o  such 

effect that about one cut of the Survey's fossi ls  were subsequently 

reco~eredh.am his home. 

Even"'after tY)e theft  was discovered the ~ e + ' r i & ~ k rt o  ilave 

been unable to determine exactly wbst 'specimens were m%$singand are by 

no means certain that  a l l  their  material was in fact mtulmed. The 
collections have now been transferred t o  Melbourne Museum where a complgte 

check i s  under way. 
, , 

Pieantime the boy and his family returned t o  England early this 

year. H e  then visited Merseyside Museum (unaware that his fame had 

preceded him) and told us that  he had i n  his possession a number of 

Australian fossils,  including; a foss i l  platypus. A t  one stage he offered 

t o  d b t e  these to  the museum, but later *rememberedQthat he had given ... 
them to  a friend before leaving' Australia. 

In recent weeks we have.lost track af him and believe that he 

may have joined the A m .  Should any curator be offered Australian 

fossi ls  by a personable young private, we should be most Interested t o  
hear of it. Please telephone Merseyside Museum (051-2074001 ) where 

Geofflkesiseor Philip F'hillipe can provide further information. 



. . .Almost . . . . .  . . i. :U, . every , major palaepntological,.m~nographof recent y v s  w i l l  

cant*,as ta t sment  to the. edPectj. tha t  This specba  degcribed by Smith,. * . . .  . . , .  : v. ::-.-LS . . 

blin te rpp ted  .@prly until typematerid;.ia.dlgcmered :1819, I  c-*t , . . .  . . , :  .. i . ' . .  . . .  . .. . . , . .:',yr:.* .: ,,,,; 

replace~nt . .~ typs .or S..los t ,, , . . . . . .  ,,.. . ,. . . specimps. . . .  chosen1',. Such., .  . '. .! . . . . . . . . . . . .. L. ... . . . 
. . . l 8  the ,imp&ecur.. ,  .. 
of the type ppscimens. . ofm .., , . ; : :units; .'the*"&e. . . . .irreplaceable. . , . . .tax ono^& .. . . 

~. . . . . .  . . , . . . . . . . 

. . . .  ' . , .  . I . , - .  

everpne had tb foresight o fone  ~ni ihG 1819 tkiiolrksts 
would havet' ~ ~ i ~ e r -problems, &W'l!illiam, .the.'Batlier.of 3 r i t i sh  keology, had 

; '  - '  
',

by th6n sola his'9oss.il..~ollectSoinst o  the;British .hseum where the 

~ o r i t y ' & s t i l l  aG&able forstudy.:  ~mihtse x q l e  h&&v&ris  hardlj' 
. . 

.one of fo~&sight:f o r  i n  1819; apart 'Pram describing several 'new ios$il-
. . . , . . . .spscies, s h r l ~  :ten :&btw, $r kd;'.&b,hd'.o,&i;i*-+e&dS 

,:! . 
- .

?, .. .; ,.,,! '.Y

apBt. 
., : .to;seu' ~ O , c & ~ i c t i o n ~ ,  hny f;res 

. . . . .. . . . .. . , .p. 

. .: . . .:. _ ." . .; " C ;: . . . .  ".".". . 
 , . .  . . .. . . . . . . 
. . . . .. . . . .  . . . . . . . 
, .  

too mw co,Jeo~me have not at.:&.s&d N&j zwe:so;$ 

strong . ,&gwession ,~U$red.,..;-4. W& ~,e@l.13gical. . Tenqpson .#W.~ t h g  

and other . cpratose..~in.:mbnd.when he .WC&: i n  . . ...L:.. .: ,-i . . . . . , . ... ,. . . . .. . . . . .  

In  Memorim . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . .  , . . . .  
! . . , .  
, : , I' 

. . . i I ..... . l., ;: 

. . L . . . .  . . -. . ,, < . . .  . . . 
. .. . . . . .  . S . ' . . . .  , v .;,.;. . v, , !  . X L . !  . :- ..  

'So careful of the type?' but no . ..,. . *  . ' .. .  . !  . S.? ,., ... 

From scarped. . . . .c l i f f  and quarried stone 
. .  r 1.* . 0 . . . 

... . .  j . 7 , . . ., 
. . . . . . .  

She cries 'Ath&dand types'& gem" . . . . .9 , . I , . . . .  - .. . . . .  
0 . . . .  . 

I care fo r  nothing,' &lgo 1 .  . . sha l l ' 

: ,. 4. ) I  . . .  
I . . . :  ' . . . .  , .. . . , 

. . . :  . . \  . , :  . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
! , i  , .b. , . ' ' . . . . . 

, Locating, . .:. pa.rtic&r .:geological , .spkims&, . . 
collections. . :of.,. :. . +-. C.? is. . . .never .. .  , 

. . 

easp.. Them notes are offered a i  some help. 
I ....- . . : ; c . . . .. * ' .,. - . .  

"ambridge University Press, 19&0. l&9 pages but every other one 

is b lwk  to allow annotation. This i s  not i n  print  but is a simple mlltter 

t o  photoccrpy ( i l legally) ,  It is scarce only S00 copies having been 

printed. This is an account of the various Natural History Collections 

which Sherborn came across between 1880 - 1939. It i s  not exhaustive or  

alweys accurate but contains an inmense mount of Infonnat;ion. 

Furthsnaoret.it i s  often fascinating reading, 

http:materid;.ia
http:his'9oss.il
mailto:~,e@l.13gical


e.g. 	 a) Weaver m. 
"Coll. was used t o  form ha rd  core of a ur ina l  a t  Bewdley". 

Weaverswas a pupi l  of Werner and published some important papers. 

b) IJeeks - (formerly Cox) 


NfIad the mechanical sp ider"  (l?) 


c) Gropn Chas. Ottley 

"sa id  to be dead many times ..... was a notorious rogue and thief 

t r i ed  t o  kill momas Davies by &oppLng a boulder upon him from a 

high ladder 5n Tennantls shop i n  the Strandw. 

C.D. Sheborn was a man of many interests .  His biography by 

J.R. N o m a n  1 9 u  Squire. Mmiories of G,D. Sherborn - Harrap P* Co. London 

$S also equally entertaining reading. His primary i n t e res t s  were 

geological and palaeontological so there i s  a useful bias  towards We&e 

collections i n  his book. In  his biography it is  recorded tha t  "Where is 

the damned collection", a s  he called it, had qmazingly t o  be published 

a t  h i s  own expense. 

In  1956-1967 Ilr. D.A. Bassett of the  National Museum of IJales 

conducted a survey of geological collections the U.K. heaums by reso. 
of questionnaires. This information is  tn be incorporated i n  8 eecmd 
edition of Sherbornls book currently In prepasation. underthe editorship 

of Ron Qeevely of the BM (NH) under the  aegis of t h i s  Museum an& the 
Society for the Bibliography of Natural History. IJe aim i n  this newsletter 

t o  have a regular feature t o  help people seeking collections or t o  report 

collections which have been located. 
c . 

The fiHlstary of the.Collections contained in the Natural History 

Departments of the Br i t i sh  Pfuseumm i s  a l so  a useful source n d  only f o r  

BH (NH) collections but others,. Volume 1 plbLished 1904 includes a list 

of the more important contribuCions t o  the  collec$ion of foss i l s  pp 260-

340 up till the end of 1900. 

Other ,Museums give de ta i l s  of colletctions of especial value which 

they contain. Several Br i t i sh  Museums have a l so  woduced printed 

catalogues of type and figured geological material. Dr .  M.G. Bassett 

of the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff, CF1 3NP. (Dept. of ~eology)  has 

wepared "A Bibliography and index of catalogues of- type figured and ci ted 

foss i l s .  in  ~rmseumsi n ,&eat Britain and Ir@andn, for  pubUcat$op. He 
.would be most grateful t o  receive direct  any infomsticm fraljt msrmm 

curators with publications t o  add to  his W t .  



A furthdr eaurce of Wcnmstion about the  disposal 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 l e c t i o n i r l ~  

is i n  auction sale: catalogues. Hany of these were noted by Shdborn i n  

his book, A nRegiater of Bri t ish Natural:Hlstory Auctions 170Gf927n is  

being prepared by J.M. Chalmers-Hunt, 1, Hardcourts Close, West Wickham, 

Kent, 9LG, and w i l l  be published i n  a l i n i t e d  edition by the  London 

auctioneers Sothebys. Mr; ~ h a l m e r s - ~ t h tis  S t i l l  eager for  any information 

a s  t o  the  

1 )  FJhereabouts of any Auction Sale Catoloeues of this period fnvolving 

the d d e  of Natural Hiatory Specimens. 

i i )  date and @ace of any auctions t h a t  w e r i  held i n  this period so t h a t  

catalogues can be located. 

Two cata1'0gues currently 'sought are  those of the  J ~ N E ~ ~ . P A R H ~ O ~ J  

sale. Parkinson' s (17$5-1824) natchless collection was saTd a t  auction - in  

London i n  April 1027 a t  very low prices. Fkrchasers Included th& 

SoeerQVs h (-11s in 3M (NH).). S. . 1; 

Thus Inage o f  Bury St. Echmds (h is  coll .  now in the Sedgwlek) 

Matthew Wright of BrYstol (his c'ol1ectlons t& Bath, Brlsfol  'and BM ('W) ) 

Lord Enniskillen ( c a l l s  i n  BM (NH) and GSM) 1- ' 

G.W. Featharstonhaugh (collection later destroyed by f i r e  i n  the U.S .A. ) 

Q.A. Mantell (colle&,ion aaf.in BM (W)' ) + * 

A. SedgWick fo r  thfi Gedgwick' Ffuseum who acqu5red na large collection of' 
. .  ' 

very mccgrllficsnt fosailen. 

Museuw in addition contaihing ex Parkirns'bnmkterial are W o r d  . 
I - .U v e r e i t y ,  Haslemere. 

Edward DONWAN or OtD'CNCIPAW (1768-1837). Donovan was a of 

private means who published on many aspects of natural history. He formed 

a nLondon h e w n  and Ins t i tu t e  of Natural Historyn of which a catalogue 

was plbriehed In  1807 (BM (W) ) the a& year James Parklnson 

gnthu'eiaeticaUy recommended Che Museums f o s s i l  collections. !Che haeumts 

sale was  a n n o b e d  kn 7817 and took place at the' EgJrptiab H a l l ,  Recadilly, 
bondon,: w e r  A p r i l  30th - Ha7 '6th, 18'18.' Sadly, no copy of tkJ3.s 

Impartant sa l e  catalogue can be located. 

' . Coplee of these must have suroived earnewfiere. tJill curators and 

others please hunt and report any suceesdes to '  t h b  Newsletter kor . 
publication. . 

BiograpMeb and obitaary notices of eeologista and palsemtolbgiats 

a l so  bf ten p d d e  Valuable details of whm their; collections went'ar ' 

where they may be expiictdd t b  have g&, 'Rae major work h thi3.fId.d.'is 

an almost ignared book by three -a published in 1938. 



K. WIHBRECHT, U. AMD A. QaENSTEDT - Palaeontologi (~alaeontologists)  

Catalogus bio-bibliogra@icus (Bio-bibliographic cat4ogue) published by 

W. JUNK - Gravenhage. 1938. 4.95pages as part 72 of the irremlar 

pariodical Fossilium Catalogus pars 1r Animalia. 


This may still be i n  pr in t  bat is certainly worth getting as it contains 


a mass of infarmation with no bias a t  all towards non Bri t ish geologists. 


W r e c h t  was a palae6;ornithologist and X. and A. Quenstedt, e 

husband and wife team ,he being the grandson of the famm G e m  

palaeontologist F.A. Quenstedt (1809-1 889). 

The book is wri t tenin  Gernan but i n  such a form that only the 

minutest knowledge i s  needed t o  use it. 

Other useful sources of Moqraphioal material are for English 

speaking geologiste . 
J.W. WLLS 1947 - A list of books cm the personalit ies of 

Geology. WOJourn. Sci, 192-200 

J.W. W and G.W. WHITE 1958 Biographies of g e ~ b g i s t s  

Ohio Journ. Sci. 58 285.298 

MRS. SUGAN THACKRAY 1972 - A bio-bibliography of British 

Geologists who died between 1850 and 1900. Science Museum Librarjr 

Bibliog Gen. -801 16 p. 

E. de MARGFRIE 1896 - Catalogue des bibliographies Geologiques 

Paris. pp 31 3-338 has a l i s t  of bio-bibliographic notices for. . . . 

geol-ts from Great Britain. %ese are cantimed in:- 

E.B. MA'MEX16 1923 - Catalogue of published bibliographies in 
Geology 1896-1920. Bulg. Net. Research Council k:*no 35. ,pp 186-210 

(Bibliographies and obituaries) . 
Geologists are included i n  the "Archives of British3Fen af Soiencen 

(who flourished 1870-1950) ed. RA,MaaLEaD and J.R, IPRIWY 1972 

Fansell, London (published indm t o  d c q o ~ j 4 n )  ,but I have f m d  t h i s  

most disappointing. 

Otherwise obvious sources like The Mctionary of M i d  . 
Biography md D i c t i ~ yof Soientifio 8ialp.a- m8t be tried. . I 



: . POX'tr8%tiY of ge&@~W, m inchd8d in: - . . 

: . 01 D- F. - .: 1908;qt. of k m e d  ~ r i t i s h  or t r a i t s. i ~ h $ a ~ ~
S 

...\
i n  the Br i t i sh  h8@Ul.. 

, .' .  , - , .. 

-
 , ,  , .  . .  ,
preserved in:.th&:De$t. 'o r A M n t sa d  &&S 

. .i- .... %4 vols. published by order * of : the !hs'tees ., 
. . 

also *vols. 5 1922 :(&oaps) ahd vbls 6 ' 1925 (Sdpilement and' ~ndexes) '  
. . , ~~ ; . .  . .. . . , . ' . .  . .  . . . I  , . , .  . . . ,. ,. . !  . . 

Since so many Br i t i sh  geologists had also botanical and 

palseontolo&Scal in t e res t s  the  followi& '$re"often a l so  useful i h  
. Lprovidine; biographical data. . ,  c 

A.B. RANDU 1931 - A biographical index of deceaeed Brit ish and 

I r i sh  botanists - 2nd editt6n Taiylor and Francis, London. 
I ' 1 s t  edition i n  1893 by J. BRITTON and Q.S. 'BbULGER. 

J.H. BARNHART 1965 - Biographical notes upon botanists. 3 vols. 

O.K. Hall, Boston, Mass. 

"For Br i t i sh  con~ho1og~sbs:- .. 

A.E. SALISBURY 1 945 - Work and Workas ori Bri t i sh  Mdlusca 

Journ. Conch. 22 136-145 149-165 i s  useful although -not dealing 
+' < 

with wmke comerning ddy,f o s s i l  shel ls  

An innovation well worth wider application i n  Museums i s  t o  build 

up a handwriting- cbllection. A f i n e  collection of t h i  s sart i s  

avai lawe a t  the: Br i t i sh  Museum of Natttral kistwy. In  workins through 

an old Museum collection one is  often forcibly strdck by %he inrmber of 
. 

labels  i n  ane particular hand. These may well be those of a previous 

curatca. wfio ha$ ndsgv~~dedlyySmprovedl the  ~ o i i e c t i o & ~ .  without 

preserving a11 orig5nal idbela. If the brigin& labels  are  a v d a b l e  

comparison of them with Me dpeclmens of known handwriting w i l l  bften 

confirm or re fu te  suspicions of provenance. Locating specimens of 

handwrSting of c ~ l l e c t d r b - or~ t a o k ~  suspected t o  be represented i n ' a  

. 
Archives i n  London is an obvious place t o  tr$; ' ' b . 

. 
, . . me gubucetima I f &&d usemin=lii& '' 

F.C; 1,971,d A ,fistof . w ~ . ' ~ ~ d  - i n  t& ' 
' ,.&igiw-.&a&g& 

, ' ,  . .
Bri t i sh  m(at;: .:;B.H.f.N&taM&) ms&oric&'',$mat.')':"B&. -
no. 2 87-203. . . . ,,., ,. f < : . : , ' ' !  

P. HEMCRltr 1971:'-- Sel'ect Biographical Sources. ' " U b ~ a r y  . . ' ' 

, ,.:, .:; .' 7 . - .'. -. . . .:, ..,. -f,,'. 
 .. .:,, ." ':" . ., , ::. As80Ciat.m,, '&,Mrn. :. . . L . .  . . .,..,,A.'
~ 



.It is~hoped-the Newsletter w i l l  be used for a h a t  and Found 

coUeckione feature 331 each issue. The information galned wil l  be 

pablished i n  a l a te r  issue and then passed t o  Ron Cleevely a t  the 

E34 (m)f a r  Bncorporatian in the central register being farmed by h i m  

for  publioation, The success of this venture w i l l  depend on people 

responding t o  appeals for  Information. Please, send replies i n  the 

first place t o  Dr. H.S. l'cbens of Ileele Uhiversity who i s  co-

~Pdinating such information. 

COUECTfONS CURRENTLY SOUOfIT 

1). 3.R. Pattison (1 809-1 901 ) 

In C.B. Sherbornps "!here is the .... . Collectionn 1940, page. 

105, there is a refer'ace t o  repeated unsuccessful attempts being made 

t o  locate the collection of S.R. Pattison. 

Approximately 100 of his foss i ls  have now been located i n  the 

collections of Leicestershire kseums, four accessioned i n  1891 

and the remainder i n  1893. I would be extremely grateftd for any 

information regarding the significance of his material 'a8 the reference 

by Sherbarn t o  'repeated searcht implies that  it is of sane Importance. 

A complete l i s t  of specimens i s  available fo r  anyone wanting further 

details. 

Mike Jones, Keeper of Earth Sciences, hicestershfre Museums, New Walk, 

Leicester. m1 ~ T D .  Tel. 539111 hct. 280. 

2). John Fdalcott (1 754 or 5-1 831) 

W i l l i a m  smith'; work i n  the ~ a t h  areb has l e d  t o  Bath being 

described as the' lCrodle of English Geology1. An earl ier  work dealfng 

with the foss i ls  of Bath is  by Walcott published in 1779. His collection 

was stated by C.D. Sherborn 1949 p 137 supposed t o  be' i n  Bristol 
Museum but not identifledn. l h i s  has not been achieved since Sherborn 

wrote and it seems unlikely that  Walcottla collection did go there. 

Walcott was a man of private mans, he l i v e d  Bath frcun 1776-1 783 

snd afterwardi in Devon, London, Bristol, Glmcest&se&e and Hampshire, 
dying in ~ a t h . '  is c b c t i o n  n i y  be anprhmi. liis son, w';H.L. ~ a l c o t t  

lived in  Worcester A d  Southampton, took an acti& intekst i n  d m a l  

history and i s  known t o  have had so- of his fkher8smriusc$ipts so 
.L .IGY&ve had Me' collections also. 

. . 
H.S. TaFrens, Keele University. 



I 

3). Josepsl Tamsend (1 739-1 81 6) 
IJUllakn Smith's f r iend andauthor of an ear ly  description of the 

stratigraphy of BritaQ 1813 under. khe t i t l e  "The Veracity of W e s  

estabPi&d as a historian". . . . .. 

He studied a t  Cambridge and Edilnburgh. He became rector  of %~8by, 

Wiltshire in-176b and also had a house i n  Bath i n  his later years. 

A writer t o  the  (3entlemgns 14agazine i n  18th a f t e r  MS death wondered 

what would become of his "Extensive, e q d s i t e l y  beaut i fU and 

sc ien t i f i ca l ly  arrawed collection of Minerals and 0rgani.o 

It's fate is s t i l l  unknown. 

H.S. Torrens, Keele D h i ~ s i t y .  -

,..* , , . . .  .?.< . - . *  , 

4) . Benjamlxl Heywood Bright (1 787-1 843) 

A palaeontological collection made by Bright was used,by 

Murchison i n  his "The Si lur ian Systernl1 1839.. w e n  the  rafluay from 

Malvern t o  Ledbury was made a cutting provlded many f o s s i l s  kept by 

Bright a t  Brand Lodge, Colwall, N r .  Malvern (see Murchison 1839 p 414) 

There were eeveral Bright collections and much of them came t o  the 

Br i t i sh  Mu~eumi n  1873. . The History of the BM (m)Collections 

Geology p 271 -272 gives fill details of the family and its collections 

but the  specimens lfurchison used have not been found. , 

!he t r i l o b i t e  material figured by Murchison on pl. 14, f igs .  8 and 9 

as nParadoxides bimucronatus" i s  especially sought. This material 


i s  the type ser ies  of Mdrepanop bimucyonatue (CheirurzrurZr@ 
bimucronatus 
' b .  


(pars) of many authors) 


The following collectione have been t r i e d  with- successc-


Br i t i sh  Museum ( ~ a t u r a l  History), I.G.S.. ,Birmingham University Museum, 

-.-

Bristol  University , .  Museum9 Herefordshire County Library, blvktrh ' 

College, M r .  Rowlands (present owner of Brand Ladga), National Huseum 


of walis, Sedgwick lbaeuxn. , 


P.D. Lane, t e l e  University. 

5). IJsvllle Thomson 1830-1 8Q2) 

The mataria1 figu.r~>d by W-le Ihomon (1 857.. ,saw epeoieeS 

of bcidas~3.s from the  Lo~mr~ i l u r i *Beds of fb. south of cotl land^. 
Q. h. holm,SW. Grid., l),,pl. 6) i s  so&htI 

~ o y a lsco t t i sh  ~ksertlp, Hunterian kserrm, City Museq,I.G.s., Bel+st ,. -

b i s h  National Museum (&bun), Bri t i sh  Museum (N.H. ), ~edgwi&.~ % ~ e u m: ,  , 

have been t r i e d  without success. . -

2hom8on was born i n  1830 i n  Li~Uthgowshire, went t o  E'inburgh M v e r s i t y .  



In 1851 he was lecturing i n  botany a t  Aberdeen University, i n  1853 

Raf .  of Natural H;tstorg at  been's College, Cork, i n  18SL Prof. of, 

Geologyv a t  Belfa&,- AIA 1860 &Q?. of also Botany and Zndlogy at  
Belfast, i n  1870 Prof. of N a t ~ a lHistory a t  Edinburgh, knighted i n  

\ . 

1876, Med 1882,. (see Centexqwy Vol. Belfast Natural History.FW1. 

Soc. (of which he was a praninent.menber) 1924 pp 109-110) 

P.D. Lane, Keele Wvers i ty .  

6 ) .  IJoF. Whittard 

The non-type, non-figured material used by Whittard (1 938. wThe 

Upper VaLentian t r ibol i te  fauna of Shropshiren. Ann. Mag. Nat. H i s t . ,  

(11),85-140, @S;- 2-41 has not been loerrted. 


Brikish ~&eum (Natural a s t o r y ) ,  I.G.S., dadgvick ihrserna, Bristol 


University Museum, h i s t o l  City hem, Shrewsbury Museum, Imperid 


~ a h e g e.Inndon, have been t r ied wl.thout. success. 


P.D. Lane, Keele University. 


In  addition, he i s  always interested in  hearing of any collections, 


however sme31, of Silurian trilob3tea from the llelsh Borders &id the 


Girvtin region. 


Page 1 For 7RA read 7KH (Dr Clements' address). ' 

2 For Clemence read Clement8 (Chairman) 

10 For Faley read F,arey . . 

12 For British read English ( l ine  7) 

14 For Bury S t .  Edmnds read Bury S t .  Edmunds 

16 For palseontological read palambotanical ('line 7 )  

21 For Fauna read Fauna1 

26 After Carboniferous add Corals ( l ine 31) 



DERBY MUSEUM . . 

~pswichianmmalian fauna fian th.Beestoi ~ir raeeet*B&* or, ., , 

near Derby ~., . , ,  . S t - .  

"Phe reanains of 'seven mannalian specie8 indicative of an 
interglacial wsre found in' July 1973' during excavations for  a foul sewer 

on Boulton Moor, SKm sou& eadt of beby (SK 382 317). Th& isolate& 

teeth and bones, which were weU preserved, o c m e d  in a series of ; 

f luvia l  sands and gravels a t  a depth of 3-5 metres below ground level* 

These deposits form part of the Allenton Terrace of the Derwent 

Valley which has been correlated with the Beeston Terrace of the  . " .  

~ i d d l eGent &sin hotto ton 1973). 
@ . 

The specie* represented are hippopotamus, H&optamus m&biu$ L., 

elephant, ? Palaeoloxodon antiquus (~alconer ), r h ~ o c e r o s ,? Dicerorhinus 

homitoechus (~r l&nkr) ,  brown bear,.Ursus gf. arctocl L.,' Wena,  Cro* 

crocuta (~rxleben),  red deer, Cervus elaphus L., and Bos Spa or B i g a  BP. 

Thie fauna1 assemblage is  characteristic of the last (Ipswichian) . r , 

In.$arglacial (%talif f e 1960). 

A ebort p a p  reporting on the significaqw of the find hss beeu 

accepted for  publication In tbe G e o l a g l c a l  Maeadne and will @mar-
l a te r  this year. 

Shotton, F.W. 1973. The English Midlands, in  Mitchell e t  al., 

A correlation of Quaternary deposits in the British Isles. 

Geol. Soc. W*,Special Report No. km 
Sutcliffe, A. J. 1960. Joint Mintor Cave, Buckfast Isf:gh.. 

!bane, Torquay. Nat. Hiet. Soc., 13, 1 - 26. 

Peter F. Jones Michael F. Stari l  ' 

Geology Division Dept. of ~8turalsPkstory 

Derby College of A r t  & Technology Derby Museum & A r t  Gallerg 

Kedleston Road The Strand 

Derby. Derby. 

We are trying to locate British Ipswichlan vertebrate s i t es  

with which t o  correlate the Baulton Moor fauna. I would be m e t  gratef'ul 

t o  receive infonnation on the species represented, s i t e  and references 

t o  publications from colleagues with relevant material i n  thei r  collections. 

A GLACIAL FAUNA lift04 THORfSCAVE, MAWIFOID VALLE!f 

Early i n  1973 a schoolboy brought t o  the b e u m  small. mammal 

and bird banes found by him in a cave breccia in n#>rts Cave. Subsequemt 
identifications by Don Rramuell suggest that  the barsbs date -the 

Devensian Stage (1ate neistocene) of the Quaternary. 
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The remainder of the cave breccia i n  the fissure was excavated 

in early November 1973 befofe it could be destroyed by random fo s s i l  hunters, 

~ t i b s e & n tlaboratory work a t  the Museum using a 15%solution of Fmdc 

Acid has released the bones From the limestone/bone/calcits/Breccis, 

They are a t  present being identified by Don Bramuell apd it i s  hoped that 

a paper describing 'thesite and its fa- will appear in the near Future. 

mm CAVE - FISSURE, ROOF^ 
Fauna Identification t o  13.6.74. 

I Mammals (Names & Armngerment atter 
Van Den Brink, 1967). 

Sorex lbirmtus 
Sorex araneus 
Chiroptera sp. 

Lepus t b i d u s  8nglicusV 
Leranrus 1-S 
Clethrionoqw glareolus 
Arvicola sp. 

mcrotus arvalis 
Mlcrotus ratticeps 
Microtus gregalis 
Apudemus !qhaticus 
vulpes a p e s  
Mustela enninea 
Mustela nivalis 
Rangif e r  tarandus 

W& slrew 
Conmn Shrew 
Bat, cf. Se'gsius mystacinus 
Whi'ekergd bat 
Blue hare 
Norway lemming: 
Bank vole 
Water Vole or Gmund Vole (Arvicole 
amphib/Terrestris ) 
Common Vole' 
Root Bole 
Siberian Vole 
Woad Mouse 
Red Fox 
Stoat 
Weasel 
Reindeer 

I1 Birds (arranged after Flaher, 1966) 

Podicepe sp. 
Melanitta sp. 
Bucephala clangula 
Falco tinnunculus 
fiagopus lagopus
Lagopus mutYs 
Tetrao te r ix  
?Pe* perdix 
Charadrius sp. 

irclidris canutus 
m-0 g-no
?Alauda arvensis 
Delichon urbica 
WotacilUdae ep. 
'Aldinae sp. 

PFhoenicurus p h ~ ~ e 
7Qemmtheoenanthe 
?nudus p i la r i s  
?lWdus iliacus 
rrurdus viscivorus 
Paridae sp. 

SLoxia cu"Pirostra 
Fringlllfd W .  

?Fprocorax sp. 
Cor;vUs monedula 

Orebe 
Scoter 
Goldeneye 
Kestrel 
Grouse 
ptarmigan
Bbck Orwse 
Partridge 
Plover c, Ringed plover s ise  
h o t  
snipe 
W b k  
EIause Ma& - .  

Pfpit/%gtail type: -
Thrush sp. 
R e d a W  . 
Wheatear 
Fieldfare 
R-

, u s t l e  Thursh 
'1Yt sp. 
CP6sebill 
Rbch sp, of kuge size 
rnough
Jaukchw 



Rana spa Frog SP-
Fi-e ~ P P ,  N S ~a, spp.
Mollusca sp. Snail sp. 
Chacl.co&k ~ ~ t i 

The ' & ~ r i a l  deserves further checking. It is  important . 
,*I  . -

h ~ g & o u s  l a t e  glacial  fauna as far as we can see. Lack of sufficiwti 

+ef&nce specineh6 (bird skeletons) i s  causing delay. 

Don Branwell, I ichael  F. Stcinley - - .W 

Fulwood Dept. of Natural History 
Baslow Road Derw lduseu~ls& Art .  aalleig*.. 
Bakewell - The Strand 
Derbyshire, m 1AA Derbyshire" 

We would be most grateful to receive European species (in flesh) 

extraneous t o  requirements; Ringed Plover - Charadrius hiaticala and 

Snow Finch - Mont. f ring;illa n i n ' U s  are particularly desired. Discarded 

mounted specimens yield a few usefill. bones. Any species, in flesh or 

mounted of rarer European, especially waders, ducks .and buntings, would 

be greatly appreciated. For a f̂ ull list of species required or -myantad 

specimens please write or"ring Hick%Stanley, Derby 311 1 1 ext. 782. 

DONCASTER MUSEUluI i s  deaper+ly short of ANY t r i lob i le  and 

graptolite mabrlal;  d w  son& kboniferous  corals. If &Muwua &C., 

has any 'spare' specimens which are good enough for tea- pu+pows 
Muld they please contact Hrs. P.A. Panington-Oeorge ( ~ s s i @ b n t 'KW~&-

' L 'Oeology) Museum and Art CialleG, C2mper Road, DONCASTER, b$fl 2AEL 
. .  

~ e l e p h o k62095 and 60814. . . 

KEELE UNIVWSITY, Specimens of mica-lamprophyres other than ' 

from the Chsnnel Isles, would be welcomed by Mr.  Q. k4. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Geological Laboratory Techniques - M. Allinan & D ,F. Lawrence 1972 " 

Blandf ord S8.Sop 

T ' 


This i s  a must' for  Ge6Logical Department where evm tb. 

most basic of techniques are carried out. W. Allman end l*. L~~Iwx% 
were Chief Technicians et me- Mary College. Llke so W of us t h ~ ,  

fcmd a lack of helpfU l i tera ture  condensed into one volume. They 
decided to do something &out it .lid produced thi$ w c t ~ i €  1%book. 

covers step by step al l  the te'cbhiqusa likely t o  be used by a tschnichm 

and a great laaay m r e  sophistica&i he text  i s  C L S * ~ones. pmcisq. 

The book is  of ccmstant use for  &erence fo r  it contains wfil 

addresses, tables, mixture p-ions - almost everpthing; . ovdr 30d . 
pages packed wfth4afornrstian and 'refersaces , 200 i l l u s t ~ a t i a a  

in colour. For m ~fsarethem has been a need for such a &k. Here 

it is. 

B .W. Page 



Where Geologicd. Collections are primarily used by students the 

problem arises of specimens ttstrayingtt - an Ordolrician foss i l  %na Jurassic 

drawer - an W d e  in a Su-lphate drawer - and so on. It is a t h e -

consuming and laborloua task to aheck through several specimens to 

veri fy their  position within the various collections. 

A system of colour coding simplifies the essential numbering of 

the specimen and makes it very eagy for a "strayn specimen fo be spotted 

by even a non-Geologist. It alao ~ b l e s  staff with very v t t l e  

knowledge t o  extract and return specimens correctly. 

Instead of ta unifom white paint as a backing for  the accession 

(or other number) b b r o l  quick-setting en-l paints may be used, which 

are available i n  a range of contrasting caloiws - extendable by 

intermixing exact proportions of different colours. The same colour is  

used both on the spedmen and an.the c h .  The various colwrs  are 

indicative of maJorgroupings. In the two Palaeontological collections 

a t  Keele one grouping &tployed is Stratigraphic; here Cambrian spechens 

are numbered in a Brown background, Silurian on a b e n ,  the Jurassic 

subdivision Iiet'autse of volume of material, m that  Bajocian, Bathonian, etc. 

have their am colours. 

In the Mneralogical Department the majab drLvisions are based on 

Chemical canq>osit$on; thus Oxides are grouped together w i t h  a red base colour -
Silicates with a .green and so on. 

In the Petrological collections division i s  i n t o  the W o r  types 

e.g. Granite, conglomerates, gneisses; with prefix subdivision, and each 

type has i ts  unique colours. 

The system i s  flexible and adaptabie. Groups of specimens based 

on regions may also be colour-coded a& may spe&ens &located t o  separate 

teaching and reference collections. Specimens on loan to other 

Departments and Sections am readily qo t ted  when due for  rekrn.  

Nulnbers on the kambatim Collectioq have a white?barn -
only s ~ ~ c ~ X W ~ S  Again these are easily spotted s h d d  theywhich have, 

be used for  other purposes. 

To further aasls t  the user of a collection aU,dFmersare 

numbered and the drawer labels colour coded t o  corr6spond vfth their  

contents. A l l  trays are numbered with the drawer*rrumbe~and cards 

within them colour-coded also. Thus it is very easy t o  put specimens 

back where they belong and equally easy to spot any out of place tray 

or t3pecben - and i t  does not require an expert, m e p t  fo r  initial 
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identification. A card lndadng txyi~b&.is incorporated f o r  reference 

i.e. t o  allow a student seeIdng Leicester Syenite to  +d it without 

searching a l l  Syenites. 9 - "  

The Syataaa'ks been' ih par t ia l  opemtioi ( i t  i s  not  yet 
ccuqleie.) ?or s s  -twoyears. ~ tuden tsenjoy liskig it it . . 

considerabljt accel*rates 'both the assemblage and .the dispersal of " .  

~ ~ ~ ~ s t k t ~ o n sby academic and techniwl e ~ f f .  

B.W. Page 
1 

. FOSSIL REPRoDUCTI0NS. . 

' U n t i l  the mid 1360s 'the,mar de-d for  f o s ~ i l  wprad~ckiarts 

or casts was fo r  .inter-museum snd resecfl~tzh exchange td th  a minimal 

:reqWement f o r  teaching and ,other educlptioql pyposes. Drrring theI C 

?aft decade there has been an unprecedented increase ;In the attention 

paid t o  geology, throughout the British educational system. This i s  

ipus t ra ted  in secon+ary and adult education by the d e q d a p n t  of 

courses such as thoae of the  Schoola Council Integrsted Science Project. 

S ,  4 

+ Nuffield Secondary Science and,The Open Univerqitx. As a direct  result, 

$he demand fo r  good specQqqa, part$cularly for  teaching and examination 

has f a r  emeeded the supplgr. me position has also been aggrapated by a 

decline iq the number .of geulog1,cal s i t e s  available, coupled with 

increasing conservation pressures on those s i t e s  remaining. 

In anattempt to  f u l f i l '  thia need- museums have responded 

by e 8 , ~ b l i q h b gor  extending thei r  schoals services i n  geology. U too 

often however, t h i s  has not been possible or e lse  $here have been 

insufficient specimens to  meet a l l  local  needs. 
. . L . , , -

. . , This disparity between supply and d d is  now be* overcome 

by the provision of a casting service, linwnp.the,.museums with the 

teachiqg profession. Such a service has not been possible previously 
-, 

because the yide range of specialised ixpertise -red ha .~  precluded 
8 %. ' , * - ' 

cck&rcial &ability; For most muse- *the, labour-intensive nature of 
- I . 

the work-involved in producing satisfactory caats i n  commercial 
, . 

q&tities (e.g. specimen collection, identification, preparation, 

kufdiag and =sting), i s  rarely cahpstible w i t h  the resouroes available. 

What then are the benefits t o  mu&s that  have enabled an 

elcpanding venture t o  make available within three years, a range of more 

than 500 dif$erent items3 . , 

1 ): REDUCTION OF MUSEUM WORKTAAD 
~ i p r i t i A ,i o ~ l d ~ n g  casting of qmcimns c m  often be 

+ / ' - 5 * & i  

undprtaken a t  &l or  no cost to  the ms-, thereby 

' releps&g staff '  f o r  more 'essential & t i e s  . 
3 .. , * :, * l I  -m. pms&e on & w i m m  Pdeatifiootion a&coa am is &a-



nue- accurate reproductions of local foss i ls  

identified by experts, available t o  the general public. 

2).SCHOOLS SERVICES 
. - . &  . .  

Multiple copies of a wide range of exhibition quality spqmlq9, 
-L .... -, 

' . can be made available t o  enhance the level of schools' ,s?rvicea. 
The use of an exceptionally hard, tough, dense plaster, mlnipliqres 

loss by damage, wear or @ m m  ancl avoids pot-t ia  W e * -the 

origSnaL specimeqs. By the use of casts it is  often feasible.  

t o  establish a reservoir of ~ p e ~ ~ ssuitable for exmbatlon 

purposes. 

3). PUBLIC IN'IEREST 

A numb& of mseume are now obtahing a verg favourable reaction 
Mt& p l b l ~ c ,by meaxui of sales bf repmd~ctioniof 

i'hentified foss i ls  accompanied by &table iUustrateci 'literature. 
In addltion to stimulating local  ints&st in natural histoxy, 

'su'ch bdes,  i f  required, can provide a source of additiona3. 

X'eVBnue . 
u s e &  ldetures and ciemm&~8tiema m  oftar.o$ - k ' g i ~ 8 ; a r - - ~  

interest t o  visi tors when they are allawed to see' & handle 
, -

. , _ . . . . :, 2 T l. .. . .  . 
repmductions. 

, . ,  

L). E X C H A ~ E. mvxcgs , . . , , , . . 

Reciprocal inter-mlmeum exchange of 6pecSiuens (6.gv. for  Usplay), 

is  facil t tated by the ready availabil i ty of repraduetfons of 

valuable or specSdrinterset items. . , . 

Copies of type or other impctktdn8- s ~ d m e n e'cab be bode-t o  i$otect 
. . the interest$ of future' workers. ; 

Consider for'exarnple the mat &as& m i f f e d  by &m&e&us 
4 ,  

. .' :- . . . .  
- . .  . 

~ ..;
due to neglect o r  the hut war. . 

. . . : . , '  . .. 
> . . .. . , , . v . %  

. . 
As a ' corollary t o  the dev8ioPRent of,r~p roduc t i aq ,it ha? bean 

4 . .  . ,. . < . '  . .  . 

a natural progression to produce ancilllary aids and aerpices, 8.g: 

i l lustrated literature, .wallcharts, models, special re~uirm~*l,ad-
i I 

preparation aad identiFication semdcas. A s  somg of these are q f % q  +t 
I '  . ' > 

* 

an stags of de~io-t ,  thair fit- a w e d  the ' 8upp~  ., 
of reproductions i s  largely dejmndent upon the  contiauous feedback of 
data relating to  the specific needs af users - m~reums,tbs tea-
profession and the public. 

S.A. Baldwin, Educational Palaeontological Reproductions, 
23 U4 a h P 4 a l A  I )nmr l  rX.rlaw 6.- W9 3 m 



Society for the Bibliography of Natural ~ i s t o r y  
. . . . . .  . -. , ,  i . . . . . . .  \,:., . .  

Easter Leting. Unnean Society of London, ~ u r l i h ~ t c i n .~ o ~ ; . - ~ b n d o nW. 1. 
. . . ,. . . . . . .* 1975*.' , , , , . ~+_ I- ^ 

t 

k' heh%hg6 p s n t o  ' a l l  in terbdtea  i n  thri histcry and bibliokraphy of natural 
. . .. . . . . .h'iit'hP ",;' . . : . .  . .. . .  . .  . . . . 

< 2 . . , , I  . . . . , . , . ' . d . 

fois'~esdansmaking up the Ideeting w i l l  be on the  falliow-ihgtopicsr 

Manus&ripts atlb Natural History: .the iohation of natur'al &story 

manu#mipta) cwatAon &d a&dn%stration of natural' his tory archives; 

h i s to r i ca l  and sc ient i f ic  researches based on studies of manuscript 

collections and individual items. ...... 

,b t u r a l  W e t a r ~w d  Exploration8 biographies of explorers. . . .  and. the 
. , ' : S :, 1: i . i r  . ; . . . . . . .  ~. 

t??ignti8ts.. * " . .  *q acc&yied. .. :. tw. . .  ' co l l ec t ims ,  w y , ~ @ p t e ~. . . .  . . ?  ..a; !wdbooks 

Descriptive Bibliography publiahine,printing, bin&% and i l lu s t r a t ion  , , L 

of h.t&l k s t o r y  bboka; the  publibhing h is tory  and.bibliograph;v of 
.. . , 

individual books. 

New 'bends i n  .tbHis$ory of Natural.Histary: devel~pent .8i n  the 
. . . . . .  , . . . . . : . . . .  . L  . % . . . '.'*:.'*>~:-> 3 ,., ::' . ,. 

h i s t~ r iogrsphyL ;  r , k , . !  i3;.LL: of science;. etydies y N o h  throw,l i g h t  pn,the  his tory of 
& . .. . .  . '. . , l i  l . . 

the animal, plant, or  Earth sciences frtm a new angle9 . ., 
It i s  hoped t o  arrange an informal gathering on tJedneaday evening, 

before the meeting, and a f o r d  reception on Thhsdar e&eningw ' '  ' 

A&l,corre~pop~enee pggardjng the meeting should be,.addressed t o  the Easter 

b e t i n $  .Sle.ers$sry,+.Mre. J.A. Mment, De?pertment'of Palaeohtology, Bri t ish 

Museum ( ~ a t u r a lHistory), CroaareU R&, k3rrdod; SW7 DD. 

PUBLICATICrJS .. & . - - .. 
Rogal Scott ish Museum Informaaon Seriest 

" l  3 ,  

A catai& of fossil A r t e b m t e s. I+,'the Royal s c o t i i t h  1~usmm, ~ a n w g h .  

Part  lhree/Actinistia and Mpnoi. I.G.C. Henrichsen. Aug. 1972.-
. .  ' C . ; . IA :ddalo@ ;6f b,-b;dj&&'2*.:th=.Rod dhottish Ebis&G,Edinburgh, 

" . . . . . . . : . . . . .  . . . . ... ? . '  . . c .  . ' . . I , .  
. ' . ,  .. , : , * . c  .: : ?A'. ,. .  L . .1.F;"ime. Dec. 1972. . . .. , . . (-N.&;.&,h.*&. . . U  ..d.ti OfIhe'i fni**tisi: se&&* .is.ib&*f Prb;f - . ' , '  

. . . . .' ,  
, . . .  -

A m ~ a ~ i a ~ ~ : : s h m ~.hsent h ; : i a i r d m  :tio3tal S . . '. 
.... .  % , cot t l sh  

. . ' , i ..,y . ' .G * , , ~ ~ ~E&dmih, Hi,. .) .. : . I ? ' . . 

\ .  . , : .  . . . .. . . . . . , . .  r l_ 

' < . . \ '? .* , i i , !  
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