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"The establishment of a Geological and Erfineralogical Society [in the County of Derby,], 

for collecting and methodizing such accounts, and arranging and presgrving Specimens of 

the several bkasures proved in sinking Shafts, Quarries, Wells, &c. and of the Organic 

Remains which they contain, could not fail of proving highly beneficial to Science, and 

to the interest of Mining, at the same time, that it furnislled a most rational ancl 

delightful amusement to the hiembers .1 )  
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COVER 


The quotation on the cover is from 'A General View of the Agriculture and 


Minerals of Derbyshire' vol. I, LONDON 1811; Joh FAREY'S early plea for the 


establishment of a Derbyshire Geolopical P.luseum. 


For the tragic story see inside. 


Back numbers of Newsletters are still available at El each (including 

postage). Remuneration must accompany all orders, which should be sent 

to Tim Riley, Sheffield City Museums, Weston Park, Sheffield S10 2TP. 

Submission of bES 


Three Newsletters are published annually. The last dates for suhission 


of MSS for publication are: 


blarch 1st for April issue 


August 1st for September issue 


November 1st for December issue. 


MSS should be sent to the editor typed and double-spaced, please. 


ADVERT1~~ CHARC;ES 

Full A4 page E20 per issue 

Half A4 page 510.50 per issue 

Further details from the Editor. 

a Published by the Geological Curators Group. Printed at Keel-e University. 


For further details please contact either the Editor or the Secretary. 
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"You  needn't  have bothered. I  thought  
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Snippets compiled by Hugh Torrens which will eventually be published. The
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discover and consider appropriate. Please mention the soure when submitting

such material. 



MEETING AT YORK - SEPTEMBER 1976 

The meeting on 'Mineral Collections in Small Museums' held on 24th 

September at the Yorkshire Museum was attended by 31 members of the Group. 

The Chairman, opening the meeting, pointed out that it was the first G.C.G. 

meeting to be devoted entirely to minerals. 

The speaker for the morning session was Bob King of Leicester 

University whose subject was 'The Preservation of Minerals in Museums'. 

He started by warning curators who had tended to regard minerals as museum 

pets (easy to keep and no trouble to anyone - Pyrite inevitably excepted) 

that minerals are chemical compounds and so subject to all manner of physio- 

chemical change. Minerals are also prone to bacterial attack and the 

chemicals this releases may in turn attack other specimens in the collections. 

He went on to point out that minerals should not be handled; washed 

with detergent; stored in oak drawers; stored in damp conditions (if 

deliquescent) or in dry conditions (if efflorescent) ; exposed to sunlight 

or washed in wan water if thermosensitive; or displayed at all if photo- 

sensitive. He concluded with the discouraging thought that if your storage 

area is warm enough to work in, it is probably too warm for the minerals. 

But all was not lost - you could always dig a large hole and store them in 

that. 

Nor was the afternoon any more comforting for the complacent curator. 

Peter Embrey's talk 'The Role of Mineral Collectionsin Museums' was based 

on the paper published in this Newsletter. His main conclusion - that 

the mineral collections in most museums cannot be justified for purposes of 

research, reference or display - provoked a lively discussion. 

The meeting was short (allowing members time to inspect the stores and 

the public galleries at the Yorkshire Museum) but provided two supremely 

professional papers in a field where most curators are little better than 

enthusiastic amateurs. 

Geoff Tresise 



COMMITTEE NOTES 

At the time of writing these Notes, the Group's third A.G.M. looms on 

the horizon. It is inevitable that what is said here will in part repeat, 

and in part be superceded by what will have been said at the A.G.M. 

Please bear with me. 

Finance First the bad news. In spite of the fairly optimistic view taken 

about finance in the last Notes, your Committee has been forced to increase 

the Group's Annual Charges. The new rates, which come into effect for 1977, 

are as follows: 

Ordinary Members                £2.00 
Subscription Members            £2.50 
Overseas Members                £3.00
Overseas Subscription Members   £3.50

In line with this, the price of back numbers of the Newsletter is to be 

raised. The continuing escalation of costs for producing the Newsletter 

(particularly the price of paper) combined with the dramatic fall-off in 

advertising revenues, has at last forced us into this position. Your 

Committee decided to go for a hefty increase (in terms of percentages) to 

avoid making increased Annual Charges an annual event, and for administrative 

reasons. I hope you will still feel the Newsletter is worth it. It is 

still a product we are getting on the cheap. 

Meetings  The joint meeting with the Palaeontological Association on 

Palaeobiological Curating scheduled for 14/15th April 1977 at the National 

Museum of Wales at Cardiff, unfortunately has had to be postponed. It is 

now planned to hold it in April 1978. One of the reasons for postponement 

was the poor initial response to the meeting. Of course, since the 

postponement many more people have indicated that they had planned attending. 

Next time, let the organisers know of your interest, even though you may not 

at the time be able to give a firm commitment. 

Museums Association Constitutionally (both with a capital and with a lower 

case C )  the Group is concerned with Geology and geological materials in 

museums         than with the professional geological curator. It is partly 



in these terms that we must seek to define our relationship with the Museums 

Association. Our present relationship could be described as one of close 

co-operation with, but Independent from the M.A. However, it seems likely 

that closer more formalised links may have to be considered if one can judge 

from the nature of matters submitted for our consideration by the Association 

in recent months. I suspect there will be strong feelings either way on this 

issue. 

1. Your new Chairman and Secretary will represent the Group at a meeting 

called by the Working Party on the Constitution of the Museums Association. 

This meeting is to consider the proposals for the establishment of a 

Professional Services Committee within the M.A. This meeting will take 

place on the 1st February, 1977. 

2. The M.A. annual conference to be held in Bradford in 1977, will have 

as its theme 'New Trends and Developments in the Museums Service". We have 

been asked to comment on the possibility of specialist sessions being 

organised at this meeting. 

3. The M.A. is considering the desirability (or otherwise) of relocating 

its offices outside London. Your Committee felt that as a Group we should 

not comment on these proposals, although individual members of the Group 

might care to do so. 

4.  Following a resolution passed at its annual conference this year, the 

M.A. is considering its policy with regard to the development of a national 

network of environmental records centres. A meeting has been called to 

consider these proposals, and your Committee has nominated Mike Jones and 

John Cooper to represent the Group. They have been the two most closely 

associated with our National Geological Site Documentation Scheme, a scheme 

which could materially affect the nature of the proposed environmental records 

centres. 

Information Gathering Our Recorder reports that 96% of the questionnaires 

for the national geological collections survey have been completed and 

returned. 



National Site Documentation Scheme Our application to the Nature 

Conservancy Council for grant aid for the establishment of this scheme is 

currently under consideration. We should hear the outcome shortly. 

There are hopes that the differences between the recording format 

developed for our Scheme and that developed by IRGMA will be resolved shortly 

- we are sure that at least the two systems can be made compatible. 

Booklets Following on from the suggestion of the Promotions Co-ordinating 

Committee of Geol. Soc., we are going ahead with the production of two 

handbooks; on collecting and preserving geological materials respectively. 

Roy Clements and Ron Croucher have the job of carrying this project through. 

They will be seeking contributions from within and outside the membership of 

the Group. 

Roy Clements 
26. xi. 76. 
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The cover plate showing All Saints House, home of the museum from 1836-1840, 

and Plate 1, of the 1858-75 museum, are both from sepia drawings by S.H. Parkins in 

the Goodrey Collection, Derby Art Gallery. 




