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Cartoons and many of the apt quotations which have been included iIn the
Newsletter are from the Anthology of Geological Poems, Cartoons and Literary

Snippets compiled by Hugh Torrens which will eventually be published. The
Editor would be grateful for other cartoons and extracts which members may
discover and consider appropriate. Please mention the soure when submitting

such material.
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MEETING AT YOK - SEPTRVBRR 1976

The meeting on “Mineral Collections In Stall Museurs®™ held on 24th
Septener at the Yorkshire Museum was attended by 31 menbers of the Group.
The Chairman, gpening the meeting, pointed out that st was the farst 6.CG.
meeting to be devoted ettirely to minerals.

The spesker for the moming session was Bab King of Lelcester
University whose subject was "The Preservation of Mirerals iIn Museuns®.

He started by waming curators wo had tended to regard mirerals as nmuseum
pets (eesy o keep ad no troble O ayoe - Pyrite inevitably exaepted)
that minerals are demical corpouds ad so subject t all maer of physio-
chemical dage. Minerals are also proe to becterial attack ad the
chemicals this releases may 1In tum attack other specimens In the collections.

He went on to point out that minerals should not be handled; washed
with detergent; stored in ocek dravers; stored in danp coditions GF
deliguescent) or In dry coditions (if efflorescent) ; eqoosad to sunlighit
or washed Invanwater If themosensitive; or displayed at all 1f photo—
sasitive.  He oconcluded with the disocouraging thought that if your storage
area 1s warm enough towork In, §t iIs prossbly too warm for the mirerals.
But allwes not lost - you could always dig a large hole and store them In
that.

Nor wes the aftermoon any more camforting for the carplacent curator.

Peter Enbrey"s talk "The Role of Mineral Collections in Museuns®™ wes based
on the pgper published iIn this Newsletter. His main conclusion - that

the mireral collections In most nmuseuns carot be justified for purposes of
research, reference or display — provoked a Iively discussion.

The meeting was short (alloving menbers time to inspect the stores ad
the public galleries at the Yorkshire Museum) but provided two suprerely
professional pgpers ina field where most aurators are Iittle better then
enthusiastic arateurs.

CGeoff Tresise
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COMMITTEE NOTES

A the tine of witing these Notes, the Goup's third AGM |oons on
the horizon. It is inevitable that what is said here will in part repeat,
and in part be superceded by what wll have been said at the AGM

M ease bear with ne.
Finance First the bad news. In spite of the fairly optimstic viewtaken
about finance iIn the last Notes, your Cormttee has been forced to increase

the Goup's Amnual Charges.  The newrates, which cone into effect for 1977,

are as foll ows:

Qdinary Menbers £2.00
Subscri ption Menbers £2.50
Qverseas Menbers £3.00

Qverseas Subscription Menbers  £3.50
In line with this, the price of back nunbers of the Newsletter is to be
raised. The continuing escal ation of costs for producing the News|etter
(particularly the price of paper) conbinedwth the dramatic fall-off in
advertising revenues, has at last forced us into this position.  Your
Committee deci ded to go for a hefty increase(in terns of percentages) to
avoi d naki ng increased Annual Charges an annualevent, and for adnministrative
reasons. | hope youw || still feel the Newsletter isworthit. It is
still a product we are getting on the cheap.
Meetings The joint neeting wth the Pal aeontol ogi cal Association on
Pal aeobi ol ogi cal Qurating schedul ed for 14/15th April 1977 at the National
Museum of Vel es at Cardiff, unfortunately has had to be postponed. It is
now planned to hold it in April 1978. One of the reasons for postponenent
was the poor initial response to the neeting. @G course, since the
postponement many nore peopl e have indicated that they had planned attendi ng.
Next tine, let the organi sers know of your interest, even though you nay not
at the tine be able to give a firmcommtnent.

Museums Association  (onstitutionally (bothwth a capital and with a | ower

case C) the Goup is concerned with Geol ogy and geol ogical naterials in

museums rather than w th the professional geol ogical curator. It is partly
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inthese terns that we nust seek to define our relationship wth the Miseuns
Association.  Qur present relationship could be described as one of close
co-operationwth, but Independent fromthe MA  However, it seens likely
that closer nore fornalised|inks nay have to be considered if one can judge
fromthe nature of matters submtted for our consideration by the Association
inrecent nonths. | suspect there wll be strong feelings either way on this
| SSue.

1 Your new Chai rman and Secretary wil represent the Goup a a neeting
called by the Vorking Party on the Qnstitution of the Miseuns Associ ati on.
This neeting is to consider the proposal s for the establishnent of a
Professional Services Comittee wthinthe MA  This neetingwl| take

pl ace on the 1st February, 1977.

2  The MA annua conference to be held in Bradford in 1977, wll have

as its thene 'New Trends and Devel opnents in the Museums Service™. Ve have
been asked to comment on the possibility of specialist sessions being
organised a this neeting.

3 The MA is considering the desirability(or otherwise) of relocating
Its offices outside London.  Your Committeefelt that a a Goup we shoul d
not comment on these proposal s, al though individual nenbers of the Goup
mght care to do so.

4. Followng aresolution passed a its annual conference this year, the
MA is consideringits policy wth regard to the devel opnent of a national
network of environnental records centres. A meeting has been called to

consi der these proposal s, and your Gormttee has nomnated Mke Jones and
John Goper to represent the Goup.  They have been the two nost cl osel y
associated wth our National Geol ogical Ste Docunentation Schene, a schene
which could naterially affect the nature of the proposed environnental records
centres.

| nfornati on Gathering Qur Recorder reports that 96%o0f the questionnaires

for the national geol ogical collections survey have been conpl eted and

r et ur ned.
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National Ste Docunentation Schene Qur applicationto the Nature

Gonservancy Gouncil for grant aid for the establishnent of this scheme is

currently under consideration. V¢ shoul d hear the outcone shortly.

There are hopes that the differences betweenthe recording fornat

devel oped for our Schene and that devel oped by IRGMAw || be resol ved shortly
-Wwe are sure that at least the two systens can be nade conpati bl e.

Bookl et s Fol | owi ng on fromthe suggestion of the Promotions G-ordinating
Commttee of Geol. Soc., we are going ahead with the production of two
handbooks; on col | ecting and preserving geol ogi cal naterial s respectively.
Roy denents and Fon G oucher have the job of carrying this project through.
They w Il be seeking contributions fromwthin and outside the nenbership of
the G oup.

Roy Cl enent s
26. Xi. 76.
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