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New Members

GCG ispleased to welcomethefollowing new members. Ramon Lopez, Barcelong;
FlorenceLowry, London; M PSmith, Denmark; Neil Hubbard, L eicester, Caroline
Buttler, Cardiff; and Patrick WyseJackson, Dublin.

Musical Curators

Andrew Jaram, formerly on thestaff of Manchester University, wasappointed Curator
of Palaeontology at the Ulster Museum and took up his post on 1 August 1990. Di
Smith of Hademere Educational Museum is now Di Hawkes of Hademere Educa
tional Museumn following her recent marriage.

4 Annual General Meeting 1990 =
Pleasenote that the AGM of the Geological Curators Group will be
held at 15.45on Thur sday 6 December 1990at the Y orkshireM useum,
Musaum Gardens, York.

Chris Collins completes his term of office & the end of this year. All
nominationsfor hisand any other postson the Committeemust bemade by
twomembersof theGroupand must besubmittedin writingto Simon Knell
(Hon. Secretary), Scunthorpe Museum and Art Gallery, Oswad Road,
ScunthorpeDN15 7BD, atleast 21 daysbeforethe AGM. Thedeadlinefor
nominationsis 14 November 1990.
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Forthcomingmeetingsand seminars

6 December 1990 Y orkshireMuseum, Museum Gardens, York

GCG Seminar and AGM : Recapturingtheinitiative.

Geology in the public arena has been eclipsed by archaeology and the arts sincethe
pioneer days of investigation and discovery in the 19th century. What wasthe basis
of thisgolden agethat inspired the patronagedf individualsand authoritiesand led to
the buildingaf somed thefinestgeol ogical collections? Wasit all sweet success? Can
welearn from it? What has happened to cause theeclipseand what is being done to
redressthe balance? Exhibitionsappear prominentin our strategy but do they alone
engender thelasting support which we 20 need? How can werecapturetheinitiative?

10.30 Assamblefor coffee

11.00 Wéecomeby B JHayton, County Museums Officer

11.15 Introductory wordsfrom J A Cooper, Chairman o GCG

11.20 DrJ Morrel, University of Bradford 'Perpetua excitement: the heroic
age of British geology'

11.45 Dr P Addyman, Director, York Archaeologica Trust 'Archaeology rules
OK? The popularisation of the pedt

12.10 Drl Rolfe, Royal Museum of Scotland 'Snatching victories....

12.35 Lunch - Thereareabundant pubsand restaurants within easy reach of

the Y orkshireMuseum. During thelunch bresk therewill bean opponunity for

thoseinterested to visit the geology stores.

1350 Dr G Durant, Director, ScienceP g ects Scotland "Outreach opportun-
ism’

14.15 PPhillips, Curator of Palaeontology, Nationd Museumsand Galleries
on Merseyside 'Awareness, access, and accountability - buzzwords or
drategy?

14.40 Discussion

1515 Tea

15.45 GCG Annud General Meeting

17.00 Museum closes

Mesting fee: £2.00

Pleasecompl etethe bookingform an centre pages, and send it with payment (cheques
made payable to GCG) to Paul Ensom, Keeper of Geology, Y orkshire Museum,
Musaum Gardens, York, YO1 2DR (Tel. 0904 629745) by 30 November 1990.

19-20 December 1990 Dijon, France. First International Show of M useographic
Techniques: Natureand the Environment
Contact: Isabelle Theodon, Office de Cooperation et d’Information
Museographiques, 64 Rue Vannerie, 21000 Dijon, France
14 March 1991 HaslemereEducational Museum. £i{ (i Ketninu
Contact: D4 Hawkes, Haslemere Educational Moseuny, Flgh Sieer e bepieng,
Surmey GU27 2LA. Tel (M28 2112



14-18 April 1991 University of Sheffield

BCG/ GCG Curatorial Course.

For anyonewanting to brush up on current thinking about the curation of biological

and geologicd materials, and especially useful for thosestudying for the Diploma.
Contact: BobToynton, Divisionof Continuing Education, University of Sheffield,
85 Wilkinson Street, Sheffield S10 2GJ Tel. 0742 768555 ext.4932

6-11 May 1991 Ottawa, Canada

Society for thePreservationof Natural History Collections,6th Annual M eeting

and Training Workshop.
Contact: G R Fitzgerald, Canadian Museum of Nature, Earth Sciences (Palaeobi
ology), PO Box 3443, Station D, Ottawa, Contario, K1P 6P4, Canada.

4-5June 1991 Perth Museum and Art Gallery

GCG Seminar.
Contact: MikeTaylor, Perth Museumand Art Gallery, George Street, Perth PH1
5LB. Tel. 073832488

26-30 August 1991 Plymouth
M eeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science.
Contact: Michael Robbins, gfa South West Polytechnic, DrakeCircus, Plymouth
PIA 8AA
September 1991 Plymouth Museum and Art Gallery
GCG Seminar.
Datesand detailsto be confirmed.
9-15 September 1991 Dresden, Ger many
INHIGEOInternational Symposium: Museumsand collectionsin thehistory of
mineralogy, geology and palaeontology.
Contact: Sekretariat der GGW, INHIGEO 1991, Invalidenstrasse 43, Bexlin.

4-5December 1991 Dudley Museum and Art Gallery

Recent Developmentsat Dudley, and GCG AGM.
Contact: Colin Reid, Dudley Museumand Art Gallery, St. James's Road, Dudley,
West MidlandsDY| 1HV Tédl. 0384 55433

Exhibitions

Giants, Gemsand Jewels

Hunterian Museum, Glasgow 13 Apr - 19 Dec 1990
Dinosaur sPast and Present

Natural History Museum, London 1 Nov - 3Feb 1991
The Dinosaur Roadshow

Scunthorpe Museum 22 Sep - 17 Nov 1990

Doncaster Museum 22 Nov - 15 Jan 1991
The Great Gloucester shireDinosaur Discovery

City Museum and Art Gallery, Gloucester 20 Oct - 26 Jan 1991



Monsters of the Degp

Y orkshire Museum, York 13 Apr - Jan 1991
The Legacy of Ice

Herbert Art Galery and Museum, Coventry 80ct - 17 Nov 1990

Mavern Museum 24 Nov - 5Jan 1991
Mammoth!

Hancock Museum, Newcastle upon Tyne 12Sep- 11 Sep 1991
Chalk and flint - fossils, wellsand quarries

Chichester District Museum 8Sep- 1 Dec 1990

Mineral Shows

Saturday 17 November 1990 Clair Hall, Haywards Heath, Sussex

Dinosaurspull the crowds

The Ulstler Museum's travelling exhibition, The Dinosaur Roadshow, currently at
Scunthorpe Museum, continuestopull thecrowds. During its 26 weeksat the Hancock
Museum it was seen by 66,000 vistors, at Derbyshire Museum Service it received
20,000 visitorsin 12 weeks.

Museumsand Geology in the National Curriculum

GCG hopesto prepare materialsto help museum staff cope with the demandsof the
earth science component o the National Curriculum. Kate Pontin of Leicestershire
MusaumsServicewould begrateful if memberswould completethequestionnaireon
the centre pages and return it to her assoon as possible.

A summary for thoseof you who are not familiar with the National Curriculum:
Attainment Target 1.- Scientific skillssuch asobservation,recording and assessing
information, devel oping experimentsto test hypotheses.

Attainment Target 2 - Fossils, preservationof plantsand animals.,

Attainment Target 5 - Human influences on the earth including waste disposal,
recycling, pollution, argumentsfor and againgt exploiting the planet'sresources.
Attainment Target 6 - Similaritiesand differencesin groupsof objects, man-made
and naturd.

Attainment Target 7 - Converson of raw materials by chemical reactionsinto useful
products, fossil fuelsand rawv materias, the rock cycle.

Attainment Target 9- Looks at the Earth and the Atmosphereandcovers. weethering,
studyingsoil sand rocks, theformationand typesaf rocks, vol canoes, earthquakesand
other landforms, time scale, structuredf the earth and plate tectonics.

Attainment Target 13- Energy, fuels, limited resources, fuel economy and effi-
ciency.

Attainment Target 16 - The earth in space, themoon, planetsand thesun.
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A new geological society in Kent...
A Kent Geologists Group has beenformed which meetson thefirst Tuesday of every
month at the Cobtree Museum of Kent Life. Theannua subscription is£4. Anyone
interested in joining should contact Simon Hawkins, Kent Geologists Group, /i
Cobtree Museum of Kent Life, Lock Lane, Cobtree Manor Park, Maidstone, ME14
3AU. Td. 0622763936

-.and a new Southern Branch of the Russdl Society

A new branch of theRussell Society for membersin the South of Englandisto have
its Inaugurd Meeting on Friday 30 November at Queen ElizabethsSchool, Wim-
borne, Dorset a 7.30pm for 8.00pm. Dr. BobSymesof the Natural History Museum,
and President of theRussdll Society, will givealectureentitled 'Mineralsof Cornwall
and Devon'. A full programmed eventsisplanned. If you area minera enthusiast
and would like to know more about the Society, contact Mike Brooke 138 Lower
Blandford Road, Broadstone, Dorset, BH18 8NZ. Tdl. 0202 696523

A new geology museum for theldeof Wight

A magjor new geological museum costing between two and three million pounds has
been proposed for the e of Wight. The County Council will contribute£600,000
towardsthecost and i sappoi ntingconsultantstoexaminethe viability of theproposed
schemeor to proposeaviableaternative,and, at alater date, to put together afunding
package. The congtruction phasewill beginin 1993 at the earliest.

The new museum will replace the existing Museum of Isle of Wight Geology at
Sandown which currently receives 75,000 vistorsannually to adisplay areadf only
900 squarefedt.

Export of Natural Heritage Specimens

The recent near-lossfrom the UK of an outstandingly important fossil, the earliest
knownreptile, hasclarifiedthepositionregardingtheexport of such material. Natural
science material, and particul ar geol ogical specimens, are not covered by the Export

of Gyods (Control) Order 1989, and therfore all such material, no matter how
significant, isfree for sdeabroad. Thisis markedly at variance with the position
regarding the man-made heritage, where export control s have long been in forcefor
outstanding artefacts.

Prompted by thiscurrent issue, theReviewing Committeeon the Export of Worksof
Art hasbeen asked by the Minigter for the Artsto consider this problemand to make
recommendations. It isanticipatedthat such outstanding natural hritage itemswould
only rarely come beforeany such body for consideration, say perhapsonceevery ten
years. It would help us considerably in presenting our case to the Committee to
havecase historiesof previouslossesof such specimens, or brief accountsof material
saved from such loss, to inform the Committee's deliberations. Would anyone
knowing of any such casestherefore pleasesend brief detailstoany of thefollowing:
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DrW DI Rolfe,Keeper of Geology, National Museumsaf Scotland, ChambersStrest,
Edinburgh EH1 UJF; Dr L R M Cocks, Kesper of Palagontology, Matural History
Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD; Dr P Henderson, K egper of Minera-
ogy, Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD,

Earth Science Review: M usaumsand Collections

Sincewriting my optimistic pieceon thissubjectin CoproliteNo 2, | must now report
with some regret that little real progress has been made in the subsequent six
months.No monies were released by the UFC to the Collection Centresin April as
wehad hoped, and despite noi sesthat something might happenin August, it eventualy
became clear that UFC funding for the current year, 1990-1991, had been dready
alocated to other sources.
Deep pessmismset in, especidly after the University MuseumsGroupMeetingon 18
July when theimpression wasgiven that all special factor funding by theUFC wasto
ceaseanyway in 1992. Immediateaction by membersdf Kennedy's Steering Commit-
tee, to revitaisethe Museumsand Collectionscampaign, has now resulted in amore
reasoned view. Two documentsfrom the UFC, both dated July 1990, state categori-
caly thet special factor fundingfor thefiveCollection Centreswill continue, but that
funds are not currently available.
Atbestit seemsthat we will have to wait until April 1991 when the UFC’s next financial
year begins, but even then it seems that there are likely to be many other calls on
whatever money isavailable. All wecan doin themeantimeistobepatient and to keep
theexerciseat thefront of people's mindswhen such fundsare being decided.

John Nudds, The Manchester Museum, 21 August 1990

Palaeontological and palaeoecological restorationsin the Ulster
Museum by NeaveParker - A recent Ulster Museum pur chase.

William Neave Parker (1910-1961) was a well-known natural history illustrator,
familiar to many curators for his illustrations in British Museum (Natura History)
palaeontology publicationsin the 1950s, and a remarkableseries of drawingsin the
[lustrated L ondon Newsbetween 1951and 1960. Heal soillustrated children'sbooks.

Hisprincipd scientific collaborators wereW.E. Swinton and M. Burton, both on the
staff of the BM(NH) at the time.

TheParker/Swinton collaborationisperhapstheearliest o thesustainedartist/scientist
patnerships in the field of palaeoenvironment restoration and is also significant
becauseit predatestherecent revival of similar associationsin North America. Sylvia
Czerkas particularly regretted the omisson of the work of two European artists of
stature, NeaveParker and Zdenek Burian, from theexhibitionshecompil ed of dinosaur
art, Dinosaurs Past and Presant, currently circulatingin the UK. The BMIIH) was
unableto releaseits own illustrations and Burian’s in Prague were beyond the Iron
Curtain when the exhibition was assembledin 198516.



The Geology Depart ment of the Ulster Museum has recently acquired 17 of the 23
Neave Parker illustrations on palaeontologica subjects published in the Illustrated
London News, including all but one of thedinosaur groups. They formed part of the
third of aseriesof salesof the ILN archive held by Bonhams of Montpdlier Street,
London during 1989.
The illustrationsare finely detailed gouache monochromesd large size, averaging
around 24 by 18 inches, and generaly in good condition. They are on commercia
artists board from which the drawing surface is being stripped for remounting on
conservationboard. Thework iscurrentlyin hand. Thedrawingswill beframedand
asmdl exhibitionisin contemplationto travel within the next oneto two years. |If
interested, contact Phil Doughty in the Ulster Museum who will also be ddlighted to
hearfromanyonewith biographical knowledgedt Parker, or any further detail srelating
to hiswork.

Phil Doughty, Department of Geology, Ulster Museum, Botanic Gardens, Belfast

Directory of UK Geology Museums

| am beginning to gather information fora GCG Directory of al those museumsin the
UK which hold asignificant geological callection. Asan initia basisfor thisguidel
am circulating al those museums listed in the GCG Thumbs-Up leaflet on Rocks,
Fossilsand Minerds requestinginformation. If your museum isnotincludedon that
list, but you fed that itsgeologica collection deserves mention in the proposed GCG
Directory, please writeto meso that | can include your museum in my initia survey.
John Nudds, GCG Recorder, The Manchester Museum, The University, Manchester

M13 9PL

North of England specimensof native gold

Brian Young istrying toestablishalist of localitiesfor nativegold from the Cal dbeck
Fellsarea,and wouldliketo hear fromany museum or collection which hasspecimens
of nativegold from North of England localities. If you can help, pleasecontact him at
British Geologica Survey, Windsor Court, Windsor Terrace, Newcastleupon Tyne

Founder sof the Geologists Association- Appeal for Information

Eric Freemaniswritingan articleon thefoundersof the Geologists Association, and
would be very grateful to learn of portraits, photographic or otherwise, of Edward
Cresy (1824-1870), John Ebenezer Wakefield (1819-1903), Charles Woodward
(c.1789-1877) and, in particular, Samuel Joseph Mackie (€.1820-1902).

If youcan help, pleasewriteto Eric Freeman, 146 Haydons Road, Wimbledon,London
SW19 1AE. Assstancewill, of course, be acknowledged formally.

Newish Publications

Crydalshy lan F. Mercer. Naturd History Museum Publications, London, 1990,
60pp. ISBN 0 565 01083 2. £4.95



Rocks, minerals and fossils of the world by ChrisPellant. Pan Books, London,
1990, 175pp. 1ISBN 0 330 29953 0. £12.99

Dinosaur island has been published by Ide o Wight County Council for the
Musaum of Geology in Sandown, 1990, 32pp. ISBN 0 906 328454. £1.95

Natural landscapes o Britain fromthe air edited by N. Stephens. Cambridge
University Press, 1990, 288pp. ISBN 0 52132390 8. £19.50

Highland geology trail by JohnL. Roberts. Strathtongue Press, 1990, 116pp. ISBN
095158660 2. £4.95

Geology in Shropshireby Peter Toghill. Swan Hill Press, Shrewsbury. 188pp,
ISBN 185310090 0. £9.95

TheLakeDistrict ed. by F. Mosdey. Geologists Association, London, 1990, £9.50
Costa Brava by F. Mosdey. Geologists Association, London, 1990, £5.00
Mallorca by H.C. Jenkyns, BW. Sdlwood, & L. Pomar. Geologists Association,
London, 1990, £550

Geology in and around Buckinghamshire,aleaflet detailing geological locditiesin
that county, has been published by Buckinghamshire County Museum, Church
Street, Aylesbury, HP20 2QP.

Quarrying and building in England, AD43-1525 edited by David Parsons. Royd
Archaeologicd Ingtituteand Phillimore & Co Ltd, Chichester, 1990, ¢.400pp.
f40.00

The Geologica Society has publisheditsfirst publications cataogue. Copies
availablefrom Geologica Society Publishing House, Unit 7, Brassmill Enterprise-
Centre, Brassmill Lane, Bath BA13IN Td. 0225 445046.

Cheap at thePrice

Ridinghighonthe crest of the'Green wave' inthe US i sacompany in California sdlling
everythingfrom bookson beetlestoinflatablegorillas,dl under aglossaof concernfor
the environment, from achain of shopsacross that great continent.
My atention was caught by two items of geologica interest. A rather splendid
inflatable Tyrannosaurus grinned flatulently in thewindow of an outlet in Maryland.
Onentering,| foundalargedisplay of 'original’ fossilsand minerasfor sale. Amongst
thesewas - and | quote- 'Asteroceras from Lyme Regis, England'
Quite a nice, completespecimen, 4 inchesin diameter, partidly developedin apiece
of Lias limestone. Theasking price?$490.
Tristram Besterman
Plymouth Museums
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