that we can see whether or not things have improved for geology in museums since
Phil Doughty's ground-breaking survey of 20 years ago. We should see the results
of this new survey early in 2002. But my gut feeling is that we have gone
backwards, and not forwards. Phil's survey highlighted the large number of
geological collections not in the care of a geological curator; Idoubt that the
situation has improved. Ihope Iwill be proved wrong when Glenys publishes the
results of her survey.
As ever, GCG Committee has discussed, and been in correspondence with,
institutions where we believe geological collections deserve better treatment. A case
in point is the plan by Nottingham City Council to remove their natural history
collections from Wollaton Hall. We have expressed reservations about the outline
strategic plan for the museum and we now await a view of the final project plan.
We have also expressed our concern for the future of the collections at the Cornwall
Geological Museum in Penzance. The museum has now closed to the public and is
Imking to vacate the present building and for a new home for the collections.
There have been some steps in the right direction, however. I n my report last year
Ireferred to our concerns that Peterborough Museum was without a geologist to
care for the important palaeontological collections there. They are now in safe
hands; our Recorder, Glenys Wass, took up the post of Collections Manager at
Peterborough in February. We now have Philip Doughty on the British Geological
Survey Collections Advisory Committee, and Ihope that through Phil, GCG can help
give BGS the curatorial advice it requires. Ihope that we will hear more about the
progress of BGSs ambitious plans to have a public access database for all their
collections ready within the next year or two. We have been invited to nominate a
representative to sit on a new advisory panel for natural history collections which is
being established by Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery, and Iam delighted that
Paul Smith from the Lapworth Museum has agreed to act on our behalf. We have
also written in support of plans to establish a local museum in Jarim in Brazil to
house fossils of the Santana Formation from that region.
There are still many challenges ahead for the Group, amongst which are several
important issues arising from the very successful meeting on ethics held in
Manchester earlier this year. These are being followed up, and Ihope that we shall
be in a position to take soundings from the membership early in the New Year.
There is also a move for the merger of the natural science specialist groups. BCG
and NSCG are starting to look at how they might combine as one organisation and
there has been some suggestion that GCG should join with them in this merger.
This was discussed at our last Committee meeting, and the feeling was that GCG
should remain a separate organisation, at least for the time being, but that we
would sit in on the discussions between BCG and NSCG so that we are fully aware
of the issues. Your Committee will keep a close eye on progress and report back to
the membership at an appropriate stage. GCG maintains close links and enjoys a
good relationship with BCG. We are fortunate that we have Steve Thompson who
sits on both Committees as our common link.

West, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3A 2K6 tel 514 398 4086 ext 4094, fax 514 398
3185, email ibirkel@po-box.mcgilI.ca
23-26 August 2002 The Spa Centre, Scarborough, Yorkshire
Geologists' Association: Earth Alert 2. A festival of geology
Contact: Dr W French, Geologists Association Office, Burlington House, Piccadiliy,
London
- ..- - .. W
..-I V. 9AG
-. .-

1-6 September 2002 Edinburgh International Conference Centre
isrnQuadrennial Meetina of the International MineralogicalAssociation
For ftkher information: email ima2002@ed.ac.uk or info@minersoc.org or see
www.minersoc.org/IMA2002
9-10 September 2002 Sedgwick Museum and Department of Earth
Sciences, University of Cambridge
llm Symposium of palaeontological preparation and conservation.
Contact: Leslie N&, email lnoe0l@ex.cam.ac.uk

11-14 September 2002 Sodgwick Museum and Department of Earth

Sciences, University of Cambridge
5ornSymposium of vertebrate palaeontology and comparative anatomy
Contact: Alison Allen (SVPCA), Department of Earth Sciences, Downing Street,
Cambridge CB2 3EQ, fax 01223 333450, emaii alison@ex.cam.ac.uk
11-13 Qckbe: 2002 Victoria Ha!!, Crcmam
3d Miller in Context conference, celebrating the bicentenary of the birth
of Hugh Miller
For further information see www.hughmiller.org

Cwke is close to completion. Thanks are due to Susan for the work that she has
put into this, and for manning our stand at the Museums Association Conference.
GCG is the sum of its membership, and Iwould like to thank you, the members, for
your support and help during my tenure as Chairman. Your attendance at our
meetings and your contributions to our newsletter and journal (and of course, your
subscriptions) all contribute to the success of the Group. It has been a pleasure to
setve as your Chairman for the last three years, and I know that under our first
a~m~~ewiii~mmstrelTgtht&rmgth.
Tom Sharpe, GCG Chairman,
Cardiff 30 November ZOO1

Award of the A G Brighton Medal
Every three years, It is the privilege of the retiring Chairman to make the award of
the AG Brighton Medal, and at the AGM in Oxford it was most appropriately
awarded to H Philip Powell, Assistant Curator of the Geological Collections at Oxford
University Museum of Natural History, in recegnition of his work on the geological
collections there over a period of nearly 40 years. The full citation will appear in a
forthcoming issue of me GeologiwlCurator.
GCG Committee 2002
Chairman: Patrick Wyse Jackson, Department of Geology, Trinity College, Dublin
2, Ireiand tel +353 1 608 1477, fax +353 1 671 1199, e-mail
wysjcknp@tcd.ie
Patrick Wvse lackson MA. PhD. HdioEd. Curator of the Geolwical Museum at Trinitv
College, dublin, was elecled chalrma'n of the Grokp for the nenthree years at the AGM
held in Oxford on 5 December 2001. Patr,ck has spent ail of h s career at Trinity Colege,
Dublin. He araduated in aeoloav in 1985 and then soent a vear trainlna as a secondalv
school teac6er. He spent-wo Gars teach ng In D J in~ wfok tnc bre 2 research pu ld
him oack to Trlnlty where he complete0 a PhD on Carwnifcro~sbryozoans in 1991. rle
succeeded lohn Nudds (a previous Chalrman of the Group) as Curator in 1988. He nas
edlteo the Group's journal 7he Gmlogical Curator since 1994. H s research interem are
varied: he continues to work on Palaeozoic bryozoans for the Trmtix on Invertebrate
Paleontology revklon; he has carried out extensive research on the history of Irish
geology; and he is the author of a book on the building stones of Dublin.
Secretary: Giles Miller, Department of Palaeontoiogy, The Natural History
Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD tel 0207 942 5415, fax 0207
942 5546 emaii G.MiIIer@nhm.ac.uk
Treasurer: Susan Cooke, Leicestershire County Museum Service, County Hall,
Glenfield, Leicester LE3 8TB tel 0116 2656843, fax 0116 2656788, e-mail
xooke@leics.gov.uk
Programme Secretary: Steve McLean, Hancock Museum, Barras Bridge,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4PT tel 0191 222 6765, fax 0191 222 6753,
e-mail s.g.mclean@ncl.ac.uk
Editor of Journal: Patrick Wyse Jackson, Department of Geology, Trinity College,
Dublin 2, Ireland tel +353 1 608 1477, fax +353 1 671 1199, e-mail
wysjcknp@tcd.ie

27 November 2002 The Manchester Museum, Manchester
GCG Workshop: Identifying fosslls 3: Corals
A workshop led by Dr lohn Nudds on the identification of fossll corals.
Contab: John Nudds, The Manchester Museum, University of Manchester, Oxford
Road, Manchester M13 9PL tei 0161 275 2660 fax 0161 275 2676 e-mail
john.nudds@man.ac.uk
18-11 December 4009 Sedgwick Museum, Downing Street, Cambridge
GCG Seminar, AGM and study visit
This visit will include an opportunity to view the new gallery redevelopment at the
Sedgwick scheduled to open in summer 2002 and to view the collections.
Contact: Dr Liz Hide, Sedgwick Museum, Department of Earth Sciences, University
of Cambridge, Downing Street, Cambridge, CB2 3EQ tei 01223 766969, email
eahl7@ex.cam.ac.uk

O t h e r meetings
14-15 March 2002 Geological Society, Burlington House, London
History of Geology Group: The amateur in British geology
Thursday 14 March
1000 Registration and coffee
1025 Welcome Stuart Baldwin (HOGG)
SESSION 1Chair: Susan Brown (GA)
1030 Stuart Baldwin, Witham: Little and Large,
. . or the amateur in science from
micmmpjj to astronomy.
1100 Eric Robinson, Watchet: The amateur and the Geologists' Association.
1130 Steohen Donovan, Leiden: C.T. Trechmann, D.Sc, and the development of
Canbbean geology between the Wars.
1200 lake Hancock, Shaftesbury: Denis Curry - a modest polymath.
1230 Lunch
SESSION 2 Chair: Hugh Torrens (HOGG)
1330 Caroline Buttler and Tom Sharpe, Cardiff, Patrick Wyse lackson, Dublln:
George Robert Vine (1825-1893), staymaker, bryozwloglst and fossil dealer.
1400 Cynthia Eurek, Chester: Women in Geology - are they amateurs or
professionals?
1430 Geoff Tresise, Merseyside: George Morton, Henry Beasiey and Triassic
foot~rintclassification.
1500 ~ e a '
1530 Andrew Smith, London: C.W. Wright and the palaeontology of the Chalk.
1600 Martina Kohl-Ebert, Munich: G.B. Greenough and "elevation" - private
background of a geological debate.
1630 Ralph Wonnor, Cambridge: Thomas Hawkins, the Glastonbury eccentriccollector-writer-lunatic.
Friday 15 March
SESSION 3 Chair: John Martin (HOGG & GA)
1000 Anne O'Connor, Durham: S H. Warren: The contribution of an amateur

Geodiversity Consulting

-- -

- people, conservation and collections

Mick Stanley, a museum professional with 30 years experience of management,
Heritage NVQs' , Registration, collections, storage, security, exhibitions and
interpretation can give you a different perspective on your project or problem,
finding opportunities and new approaches, using surveys, reports, feasibilities,
strategies and action plans. Mick alm provides a service for developers and planners
to glve help, advice, surveys, maps and reports recording the use of traditional
b o t t d t m g m a t e r i a t r i n c i ~ mv ~
i i l ~ T h e c a s t u ~ o r k k b a s onthe
ed
size and population of the city, town, village or area. Geodiversity mapping is a new
tool for development control, enabling politicians and planners to maintaln iocai
geodiversity and distinctiveness to keep towns and villages unlque; Geodiversity
links people, landscapes and their culture.

New members
GCG is pleased to welcome the following new members: Sarah Long, Sally
Young and David Smith, Natural History Museum; and Nigel Larkin, Norfolk.

Exhibitions 2002

-

Walkr'ng with dnosaus Nationai Museum of Wales, Cardiff 23 March 30 June.

Newish publfcations
A manual of pract~cal,labo~to~y
and jdd techniques in palambiolog/ by Owen R
Green, 2001. Dordrecht: Kiuwer, xiv + 538pp. ISBN 0 412 58980 X.
Earth science and the natural herita~e:interactions and inte4raed management
edited by JE Gordon and KF ieys, 2001. Edinburgh: he ~tationerf~mce.
ISBN 0 11497283 4, £35.00.
Beneath our feet the caves and limesfone xenety of the north of Ireiand by
Pamela and Tlm W g , 2001. Belfast: EnvironMht and Heritage Service;
ISBN 1084 123,347 iThe aoe
of the Earth f&m 4004BC to AD ZOO2 edited bv ClE Lewis and 53 Knell.
<
2001. Feoloaiml k i e b Special Publication No (90. 304pp. ISBN 1 86239
093 2, £70.00.
The geology of Ieland edited by Charles H Holland, 2W1. Edinburgh: Dunedin
Academic Press. ISBN 1 903765 04 8 (hardback). £85.00; 1903765 07 2
(paperback), £55.00.
Walkhg wwitnastr. Appreston'csafariby Tim Haines, 2001. London: BBC, 264pp.
ISBN 0 563 53763 9. £19.99.
Awns: the search for the heginning of time by Martin Gorst, 2001. Fourth Estate,
314pp. ISBN 184115 117 3,-£14.99
The rosk men: pioneers of Lakeland geology edited by Alan Smith, 2001. Keswick:
Cumberland Geological Society, 187pp. ISBN 0 9541102 0 X, £8.90,

-

New Ten Mile maps
The British Geoidgical Survey will this month be publishmg the fourth edition of the
Ten Mile (1:625 000) Solid Geological Map Of the UK North and South sheets. The

Forthcoming GCG seminars and workshops
8-9 March 2002 Dinosaur Isle Museum, Sandown, Isle of Wight.
GCG seminar and field trip, and viewing o f new museum.
For nearly a century the Museum of Isle of Wight Geology, above Sandown Library,
housed the island's geology and fossil collections. On 10 August 2001 thls changed
with the opening of the new £2.7 million Dinosaur Isle, a purpose-built attraction
replacing the old museum, which now provides the space and facilities to display
the geological collections. This meeting will include a tour of these new facilities and
wiil also provide insights into the BBC TV series "Live from Dinosaur Island" which
was screened last year.
Friday 8 March 2002 : Dinosaur Isie Education Room
1000 Registration and coffee and biscuits.
1030 Welcome - Dr Mike Bishop, Museums Officer.
1045 Dave Martili: Live from Dinosaur Island -the academic perspective.
1115 Steve Hutt: Live from Dinosaur Island -the museum's perspective.
1145 Martin Munt: Live from Dinosaur Island -the DlnOMUr Isle Project.
1215 Lunch at Browns Golf Course (very short walk)
1345 Taiks to be confirmed
1530 Tealcoffee and biscuits.
1600 Taiks to be confirmed.
1730 Tour of Dinosaur Isle - Martin Munt Curator.
Evening to be arranged and will include dinner / drinks at local restauranWpub
Saturday 9 March 2002
1000 Meet at Dinosaur Isle
1030 Depart for field trip to Yaverland to see the Cretaceous sequence.
1500 ~ & t i n gEnds.
Meeting Fee £5.00. Please pay on the day. Fee does not cover iunch or evening
meal.
Please complete the booking form on the centre pages and send it to Martin Munt
(Curator), Dinosaur Isie, Culver Parade, Sandown, Isie of Wight, tel 01983 404344,
fax 01983 402748, email Martin.Munt@iow.gov.uk
15 May 2002 British Geological Survey, Keyworth, Nottingham
Joint Mretina: GCG and Geosciente Information G r o u ~ :Geoloalcal
Collections ~ G b a s e s G
, I s and the WWW
1000 Coffee and setting up of demonstrations.
1100 Patrick Bell, British Geological Survey, Keyworth: BGS's Geoscience Data
Index. - a web-based spatial index to our data holdings
1130 Adrian Rissone, Natural History Museum: The Palaeontology Department
specimen cataloguing system.
1200 John Faithfuli, Hunterian Museum, Giasgow: 9 Years of INCA: evolution of
a museum catalogue
1245 Buffet lunch, with demonstrations.
1400 Tim McCormick, British Geological Survey, Keyworth: Paiaeosaurus

-

Ethical fossils
The ethical acquisition of fossil material was the subject of a lively GCG seminar in
Manchester last year. This complex issue is currently under discussion within GCG
Committee and we hope shortly to solicit views across the breadth of our
membership in the formulation of a policy. Papers presented at the Manchester
meeting will be published in a forthcoming part of The Geological Curator. I n the
meantime. the issue is makina the news.
Nabre [Vol 415, 10 January 2002, p.1081 reports that the Chinese Society of
Vertebrate Paleontology has approached the Senckenberg Museum in Frankfurt
requesting the return of a psittacosaurid specimen. Unlike other psittacosaur
specimens, this one has quill-like spines on its tail. I t is claimed that the fossil,
which had been purchased last year from a German dealer for US$ 200,000, was
illegally removed from China.
And in the latest issue of Earth Heritage (Issue 17, Winter 2002), Colin MacFadyen
of Scottish Natural Heritage provides an update on the attempts by SNH to
persuade the Humboldt Museum in Berlin to return fossils purchased from a
German amateur collector who had taken them illegally from Birk Knowies SSSI.
That same issue of Eatth Heritage also carries an article by Tristram Besterman,
Director of the Manchester Museum and Convener of the Museums Association
Ethics Committee from 1995 to 2001. This provides a clear summary of the position
of UK museum curators within the context of the Museums Association Code of
Ethics, and the UNESCO 1970 Convention.

Where are Sir Walter Raleigh's samples of ore from Guiana?
I n connection with current research Iam doing on Sir Walter Raleigh's movements
through the Orinoco delta and the Lower Orinoco in 1595, Iwould like to locate
samples of ore from Guiana which he supposedly brought back to England. Iam
curious what comparison might
of samples of the disputed ore that Raleigh
. yield
.
brought back, with rocks from a couple of sites on the Guiana shield along this part
of
the river lie downstream
eastwards from Puerto OrdazlSan Felix). Do anv of his
.~
~~-~
samples still exist and where they might belocated? Has anyone ever attempted to
make a comparison of his material with that of the Guiana shield, and have the
results been published, and if so, where?

.~-

~~

~~

This query comes as a result of a discovery Imade a few years ago in the Nksarkiv
Stockholm, and Itraveled to Venezuela last March to read the terrain against the
new documents. Any information would be gratefully received.
Paul R. Seliin, Oud-hoogleraar, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Professor Emeritus,
University of California, Los Angeles psellin@ucla.edu

Free job ads
The Geological Society's website (www.geolsoc.org.uk) now offers a free job
vacancy listing service. I f your institution is looking for a geologist, send your

ammonite spirals, and John Nash used them in Regent Street in London in 1817.
Brighton has, in particular, good, typical ammonite capitals.
John then described how Mantell commissioned architect Amon Wiide to re-model
his house (Wiide was the original architect). Wilde appears to have liked the
ammonite link to his name. Amon Wilde and Amon Henry Wilde (his son) moved to
Brighton in 1815. They went on to work on the expansion of Brighton and Hove.
The ammonite capital is used extensively.
I n 1833 Amon Wilde died and Mantell moved from Lewes to Brighton to establish a
medical practise but spent most of his time running his Manteilian Museum. He
eventually sold his collection to the BM(NH) for £4000. Finally, John described some
other examples of ammonite motifs outside Brighton, in Islington and Tunbridge
Wells.
Our final speaker of the day was Peter Crowther on Illustrators of the
Fafaeontographkdf Soc/ety (Pal Soc.) Monographs. Peter confounded the
projectionists by using two slide projectors at once, necessitating several minutes of
emergency maintenance, so GCG chairman Tom Sharpe, took the opportunity to
present the GCG A.G. Brighton Medal to Philip Powell for his contributions to
palaeontological documentation (see Brighton medal report in GeologicalCurator).
After repairs to the projector, Peter began by outlining the history of the Pal. Soc.
which began publishing monographs in 1847. Peter explained that his interest is
reaiiy in the illustrators before the use of photography, in effect the period between
1&47and World War 1.On each plate there is a credit line so it is a relatively simple
matter to work out which illustrators worked with which scientists. Printing was
done in the early days using engraving, but the great majority were high qualiw
lithographs. So who were the illustrators? Peter explained that they were
sometimes the scientffic workers themselves eg: Thomas Davidson (1851 and 1855
: Silurian Monographs). These were drawn and lithographed by Davidson himself
who was also a trained illustrator. Sometimes one person did the drawing and
another did the lithographic drawing. Authors even drew upon their own families.
Ramsy Traqualr worked with his wife Phoebe Traquair (P.A.T) and Woodward
worked with several members of his family.
Peter went on to describe the works of some of the more prolific illustrators. These
included Bill Bailey, I. Dinkel (who originally worked with Agassiz) produced some
200 plates for the monographs (150 for Richard Owen), Alfred Hollick, A.H. Searie
and A. Gawan who produced 250 plates over 30 years from 1864 - 1893. Peter
described the cost of producing the monographs (about three quarters of total
subscription revenue for each year at the beginning), and illustration cost about one
third of this total, so it was an expensive venture.
Peter concluded his talk by describing an Interesting account of the discovery of
several plates of extant crinoids which were never published in the monographs but

Peter Russell, curator of the Earth Sciences Museum, chose the gneiss for the
exhibit atrium after seeing a piece from the quarry displayed at the 1993 Royal
Winter Fair in Toronto. The gneiss monolith makes a big statement about the
building being the home of the Earth Sciences department. The rock was also
chosen because it could be extracted in one piece, large enough to rise from the
basement to the second floor without s u ~ ~ o rother
t . than the foundation. To view
some pict~resof the installat.on vis~t:w&:xience.uwaterloo~ca/eartn/rock.html
Pete( Russell, Department of Earth Sciences, Universtry of Waterloo, Ontario

RSNC and Earth Science
Since 1991, the Royal Society for Nature conservation (RSNC) has promoted
Regionally Important Geological Sites (RIGS) and Rockwatch, and an holistic
approach to Earth science, outlined in RSNC's Earth Science Strategy published in
May 2000. At its meeting in February 2001, the RSNC Council agreed to continue
"to undertake Earth Science work until the establishment of a suitable new body to
undertake the work proposed in the Earth Science Strategy and to continue to give
financial support until the new body is established". RSNC Council agreed to work
towards the formation of a partnership organisation, Earthtrust, to help to deliver
the Earth Science Strategy. Council felt that, because of the far reaching objectives
in the Strategy, and as there was no existing organisation with the remit to present
a coherent and inclusive view of Earth science and its importance to everyday life,
that it must act to promote an holistic approach to Earth science. It therefore
agreed to spearhead the formation of the separate trust.
However, in October 2001, that Council resolution was dismissed out of hand.
Despite 37 out of 46 Wildlife Trusts owning or managing geological Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (and an equal number are likely to have RIGS and other
geological local sites in their ownership or control), the RSNC's 10 point
Conservation Plan, Protecting Wildlife for the future, excludes Earth science
consewation.
So why this change? A critical report from the Charity Commission and cash flow
problems solicited a knee-jerk decision to drop all adivlties that were not covered in
the 10-point Conselvation Plan, and that Earth science should not oe ~ndertakenby
RSNC unless someone else Davs for it. What an ind ctment for an oraanisation with
a royal charter for nature conservation!

-

It could be argued that the writing has been on the wall for Earth sclence since the

push to change the names of trusts from Nature Conservation to Wildlife. But the
marginalisation of geoconservation within RSNC became clear when it was
suggested that bids-for geoconservation funding would have to bechannelled
throuah the Director of DeveioDment for the W ldlife Trusts to ensllre that these did
not &mpromise bids from ihe Wildlife Trusts. More recently, a bid to the
Environment Action Fund to secure funding for Earthtrust was vetoed for the same
reason. Not only have the Trusts excluded and isolated Earth xience from their
Conservation Plan, they seem to have been positively obstructive to its independent
development.

which have their origins in the collecting pursuits of travellers on the "Grand Tour"
who purchased them from stonecutters in Rome, Florence and Venice etc. The
Romans of course imported huge quantities of marble from all their conquered
lands. Some of these slabs in museums may have a number or a label, but many
have no information at all.
Monica then discussed the Faustino Corsi collection of approximately 1000
decorative rocks in the OUM collections acquired by the Museum in 1827. Corsi had
a fascination for Roman marbles and attempted to acquire a comprehensive
collection of marbles used by the ancient Romans, which he later extended to
include other decorative rocks from around the world. He attempted to record the
names and provinces of all the stones and was the first to arrange ornamental
stones according to geological principles, as well as citing the works of
contemporary gmlogisg. EV& today his work still remains an important tool for the
classification and oraanisation of decorative stones. Corsi's sam~leswere larqer
than the typical smalithin squares found in most museum collections, since he was
anxious to show variation in each quarry. Monica is currently working on a full
illustratedand translated catalogue. The OUM has approximately 850 other samples
of ornamental stones as well as the well known "collection" of 127 pilian around
the Museum court composed of British and Irish decorative stones.
Monica concluded her talk by examining the interdisciplinary use of decorative
stones, In particular their use in archaeology and architectural history, and noted
that collections in museums are also an excellent resource for teaching, showing
numerous geological features. Monica appealed to anyone with marble coliectlons
in their museum to let her know about them.
The last speaker of the morning was Patrick Wyse Jackson on The Museum
Building, Trinity College Dublin: Dean and Wow'ward's precursor to toe Univenity
Museum, Oxtbrd. An appropriate subject, given the location of the seminar of
course! Trinlty College Dublin was erected between 1853 and 1857 and designed by
architThomas Deane and Benjamin Woodward, the same architects who
designed OUM. With its range of limestones and marbles, the building is a joy for a
geologist, in much the same way that OUM holds such a fascination. Patrick
described the exterior and interior of the building noting the wonderful animal and
plant carvings (squirrels, nuts, cats and mice) most of which were carved in-situ,
especially around the archways. There are heavy marble inlays, staircases of
Portland Stone and Yorkshire Flags, with black slates and limestones and purple
Welsh slate. The two-domed roof with enamelled red, blue and yellow bricks and
stained sandstones gives a wondelful alternating effect.
There are 32 columns of Irish Marble within the building as well as marble (some
actually polished limestones) banisten and balconies. Insets of marble were also
used on wall decorations and the only non-native stone used was a dark red
serpentinite from Lizard, Cornwall. Patrick concluded his talk with a brief overview
of the history of the Geology Museum at Trinity College.

cc,gov.uk. I n West Dorset, the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre maintains the
Record of Key Scientifically Important Fossils collected under the West Dorset Fossil
Collecting Code of Conduct. To find out more about the Code visit the Centre's web
site at www.charmouth.org where there is a facility to receive regular e-mails on
new fossil records.
Richard Edmonds, Earth sciences Co-ordinator, Dorset County Council.
p
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GCG Study Tour to the AMNH
8 12 November 2001
The first GCG study tour of the new Millennium, to the AMNH in New York, aroused
considerable interest amongst 5CG members; interest that was in no way quashed
by the events of September 11 At approximately E500 per person, the tour was
more expensive than previous visits, but the packed itinerary and the prospect of
viewing some of the most impressive collections and exhibitions in the worid was
very enticing. Needless to say, the'scrimping & saving'and 'beg, borrow & stealing'
that was undertaken to fund the delegates who made the trip, was well worth it.

-

.

Most members of the group flew out en mass from London Heathrow on Thursday
8% arriving Newark New Jersey later the same evening. Transfers were seamlessly
arranged to our Hotels in Manhattan, the somewhat eughemisticaily named
'Comfolt Inn'on Central Park and the Hotel Pennsylvania on 7 Avenue.
Having slept the sleep of the travel weary, everyone was up and about early the
foilowino mornino. Brilliant autumnal sunshine made the short walk falonoside
Central ?ark) to t i e AMNH a real pleasure. Once there, we were
b i Chris
Collins (now Director of Collections In the Division of Paleontoiogy at the AMNH)
and other members of the group who had already arrived in New York.
Of NASA, Dlsney and things more familiar...
The flimsy paper name badges, with which we were supplied, belied the awesome
security procedures in place at the AMNH. Andrew Turk, Deputy Head of Security
guided us through a bewildering array of monitoring, communication, suiveillance
and fire protection systems, which guard the museum and its collections, and the
further security and access control systems which monitor and control the
movements of individual staff members. The banks of monitors and intercoms
present in the central control room were more reminiscent of ground control at
Houston than any museum we knew. We were none of us surprised to learn that
the security systems employed were customized versions of systems used at NASA
and Disneyworld; an interesting combination.

Once behind the impressive front of house scenes, we entered a world of corridors,
stores and labs that feit much more familiar to most members of the group. Chris
Collins and Ben Burger (Director of I
T for the Division of Paleontology) described
the structure of the division and its coiiections. Chris and Ben outlined the problems
and projects facing staff at the AMNH, which again felt reassuringly familiar. If
anything the approach to databasing and collections management in place up until

~
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atoms to massive representations of the planets suspended overhead, the 'sizes in
the cosmos'journey was mind expanding.
Of pearls, paths and a hair's breadth...

Providing a mental break from the immensity of the universe, we moved on to view
the new temporary exhibition at the AMNH, 'Pearls'. The subtly lit and classically
displayed exhibition focussed our minds back on the tangible reality of the natural
history, and cultural importance of pearls. Using a balanced mix of specimen pearls,
cultural objects, text, models and audio visuals, the exhibition successfully
interwove the strands science, art, history and culture that form the complex story
of pearls. As a geologist and gemmologist, Iwas impressed with the depth in which
the subject was covered. As a museum curator Iwas felt relief to find an exhibition
that had turned away from the ultra-modern style which, to my mind, is oRen
ill-suited to the display of this type of material.
Another timed entry ticket allowed us into the Big Bang Theatre that occupied the
lower portion of the Hayden Sphere. Maya Angeiou voiced us through the creation
of the universe, illustrated in an explosive audiovisual display, which was at times
sensorially quite painful. We emerged, a little dazed, onto a spiralling 'Cosmic
Pathway'that guided us through 13 billion years of cosmic evolution. As with the
'Scales of the Universe Walkway' points along the path were used to denote
progress on a journey, this time a temporal one. 13 'stations' described the status
of the universe at given points. Samples of the Allende meteorite, Acasta gneiss
and a BIF were amonce the swcirnens used to t r ~ c kthe prwrers of the universe's
development, which culminated in the presence of a single human hair, the width
of which illustrated the relative length of human history. The walkway took the
time line idea to new heights as perhaps only the Americans know how.
Going solo
At thk somewhat humbling point, oJr Cosmic Pathway and also our schedule of
visits came to an end. From here on unri close of tne museLm (at 8.45pm) our ttme
was our own to wander off and explore some of the remaining galleries and
museum shopping opportunities. The choice of ga leries felt atmost endless and we
each wandered off in search of Biodversitv. Ocean Life. Cultural Life. Minerals or
Meteorites according to our individual taste;: A few hours later we re-grouped and
went off in search of food. We lighted upon a Tex-Mex restaurant and discussed the
day's events over beers and tortillas.
~~~~~~
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The group split up for the remainder of the visit, with some members staying on in
the US to complete other business or pleasure. For most of us the return flights
were not scheduled until the either Monday or Tuesday evening so there was plenty
of time to baa other sites in New York. Some of the sites (Ellis Island, the Statue of
Liberty etc.)were closed as a precaution against the perceived terrorist threat.
However, the Staten Island Ferry was fully operational and the attractions of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Solomon R Guggenheim Museum proved
irresistible. The Brooklyn Children's Museum and the Tenement Museum were also
bagged, in a binge of museum madness. Shopping opportunities were also

been lovingly recreated using a mould taken directly from site, brought memories of
wet Scottish field classes flooding back. Clearly there had been logistical problems
with gallery in the form of an ice core freezer that didn't quite get down to
temperature and a freshly hawested black smoker that was rapidly disintegrating as
a result of pyrite decay.

...

Of Luddites, VeIocirapCorsand bottles o f 'Bud'
R ~ e ~ ~ I s l ~ h e p p a t a w W a
were greeted by Rick Edwards (Photographer, Division of Paleontology) and a
Velociraptotor, the Velociraptor in fact; the type specimen from the Gobi Desert.
Rick's enviable job was to digitally image the entire fossil reptile collection. To this
end he was surrounded by a dazzling array of photographic and computing
equipment. To the Luddites amongst us his descriptions of the various pieces of
equipment could have been (and probably were) delivered in a foreign language.
At least we were able to appreciate the phenomenal visual results he was able to
achieve.
At this point in our itinerary we were due to attend '...a reception w.th Mark horrell
-Chair of the Division of Paleontolwv'. H a ~ ~ si l~v c a
h formal descri~t;oncould not
have been further from the truth:'~he offlce of 'the Chair of the Division of
Paleontology' occupied the top floor of one of the corner turrets of the AMNH, and
commanded priceless views over Central Park and Midtown Manhattan. The circular
mom, though in need of some renovation, felt as welcoming and comfortable as an
old slipper. Inside, staff members were 'hanging out' (to use the colloquial) and
drinking bottles of Bud, which were stored in crates on the window ledges outside.
We were made welcome and ~roceededto spend most of our time excla~minsat
the views from the windows or marvelling at'the contents of cabinets which were
opened to display (variously) numerous Mongolian raptor specimens, a stunning
feathered dinosaur specimen (part and counterpart) and a beaked
ornithomimosaur. We didnt know where to look.
Even this late iil the day there were takeis for a look round yet another palaeo'
store with more mastodons, giyptodonts and other early mammals than you could
shake a geological hammer at.
At last, leg weary and jaw sore (having spent most of the day with our mouths wide
open) we wandered homeward stopping en route for sustenance.

Of kettles, beetles and 'Rappunsal' the Rhino
Saturday also dawned bright and clear, and once again we all met up at the AMNH
for a further foray into the museum's inner workings.
First stop was the Quaternary Mammal Collections in the Division of Vertebrate
Zoology, where Chris Norris (Research Associate, Department of Mammaiogy) was
our guide. There was much interested discussion and comparison of database use
and storage options before moving on to the business end of the preparation labs.
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atoms to massive representations of the planets suspended overhead, the 'sizes in
the cosmos'journey was mind expanding.
Of pearls, paths and a hair's breadth...

Providing a mental break from the immensity of the universe, we moved on to view
the new temporary exhibition at the AMNH, 'Pearls'. The subtly lit and classically
displayed exhibition focussed our minds back on the tangible reality of the natural
history, and cultural importance of pearls. Using a balanced mix of specimen pearls,
cultural objects, text, models and audio visuals, the exhibition successfully
interwove the strands science, art, history and culture that form the complex story
of pearls. As a geologist and gemmologist, Iwas impressed with the depth in which
the subject was covered. As a museum curator Iwas felt relief to find an exhibition
that had turned away from the ultra-modern style which, to my mind, is oRen
ill-suited to the display of this type of material.
Another timed entry ticket allowed us into the Big Bang Theatre that occupied the
lower portion of the Hayden Sphere. Maya Angeiou voiced us through the creation
of the universe, illustrated in an explosive audiovisual display, which was at times
sensorially quite painful. We emerged, a little dazed, onto a spiralling 'Cosmic
Pathway'that guided us through 13 billion years of cosmic evolution. As with the
'Scales of the Universe Walkway' points along the path were used to denote
progress on a journey, this time a temporal one. 13 'stations' described the status
of the universe at given points. Samples of the Allende meteorite, Acasta gneiss
and a BIF were amonce the swcirnens used to t r ~ c kthe prwrers of the universe's
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The group split up for the remainder of the visit, with some members staying on in
the US to complete other business or pleasure. For most of us the return flights
were not scheduled until the either Monday or Tuesday evening so there was plenty
of time to baa other sites in New York. Some of the sites (Ellis Island, the Statue of
Liberty etc.)were closed as a precaution against the perceived terrorist threat.
However, the Staten Island Ferry was fully operational and the attractions of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Solomon R Guggenheim Museum proved
irresistible. The Brooklyn Children's Museum and the Tenement Museum were also
bagged, in a binge of museum madness. Shopping opportunities were also

cc,gov.uk. I n West Dorset, the Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre maintains the
Record of Key Scientifically Important Fossils collected under the West Dorset Fossil
Collecting Code of Conduct. To find out more about the Code visit the Centre's web
site at www.charmouth.org where there is a facility to receive regular e-mails on
new fossil records.
Richard Edmonds, Earth sciences Co-ordinator, Dorset County Council.
p
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GCG Study Tour to the AMNH
8 12 November 2001
The first GCG study tour of the new Millennium, to the AMNH in New York, aroused
considerable interest amongst 5CG members; interest that was in no way quashed
by the events of September 11 At approximately E500 per person, the tour was
more expensive than previous visits, but the packed itinerary and the prospect of
viewing some of the most impressive collections and exhibitions in the worid was
very enticing. Needless to say, the'scrimping & saving'and 'beg, borrow & stealing'
that was undertaken to fund the delegates who made the trip, was well worth it.

-

.

Most members of the group flew out en mass from London Heathrow on Thursday
8% arriving Newark New Jersey later the same evening. Transfers were seamlessly
arranged to our Hotels in Manhattan, the somewhat eughemisticaily named
'Comfolt Inn'on Central Park and the Hotel Pennsylvania on 7 Avenue.
Having slept the sleep of the travel weary, everyone was up and about early the
foilowino mornino. Brilliant autumnal sunshine made the short walk falonoside
Central ?ark) to t i e AMNH a real pleasure. Once there, we were
b i Chris
Collins (now Director of Collections In the Division of Paleontoiogy at the AMNH)
and other members of the group who had already arrived in New York.
Of NASA, Dlsney and things more familiar...
The flimsy paper name badges, with which we were supplied, belied the awesome
security procedures in place at the AMNH. Andrew Turk, Deputy Head of Security
guided us through a bewildering array of monitoring, communication, suiveillance
and fire protection systems, which guard the museum and its collections, and the
further security and access control systems which monitor and control the
movements of individual staff members. The banks of monitors and intercoms
present in the central control room were more reminiscent of ground control at
Houston than any museum we knew. We were none of us surprised to learn that
the security systems employed were customized versions of systems used at NASA
and Disneyworld; an interesting combination.

Once behind the impressive front of house scenes, we entered a world of corridors,
stores and labs that feit much more familiar to most members of the group. Chris
Collins and Ben Burger (Director of I
T for the Division of Paleontology) described
the structure of the division and its coiiections. Chris and Ben outlined the problems
and projects facing staff at the AMNH, which again felt reassuringly familiar. If
anything the approach to databasing and collections management in place up until
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which have their origins in the collecting pursuits of travellers on the "Grand Tour"
who purchased them from stonecutters in Rome, Florence and Venice etc. The
Romans of course imported huge quantities of marble from all their conquered
lands. Some of these slabs in museums may have a number or a label, but many
have no information at all.
Monica then discussed the Faustino Corsi collection of approximately 1000
decorative rocks in the OUM collections acquired by the Museum in 1827. Corsi had
a fascination for Roman marbles and attempted to acquire a comprehensive
collection of marbles used by the ancient Romans, which he later extended to
include other decorative rocks from around the world. He attempted to record the
names and provinces of all the stones and was the first to arrange ornamental
stones according to geological principles, as well as citing the works of
contemporary gmlogisg. EV& today his work still remains an important tool for the
classification and oraanisation of decorative stones. Corsi's sam~leswere larqer
than the typical smalithin squares found in most museum collections, since he was
anxious to show variation in each quarry. Monica is currently working on a full
illustratedand translated catalogue. The OUM has approximately 850 other samples
of ornamental stones as well as the well known "collection" of 127 pilian around
the Museum court composed of British and Irish decorative stones.
Monica concluded her talk by examining the interdisciplinary use of decorative
stones, In particular their use in archaeology and architectural history, and noted
that collections in museums are also an excellent resource for teaching, showing
numerous geological features. Monica appealed to anyone with marble coliectlons
in their museum to let her know about them.
The last speaker of the morning was Patrick Wyse Jackson on The Museum
Building, Trinity College Dublin: Dean and Wow'ward's precursor to toe Univenity
Museum, Oxtbrd. An appropriate subject, given the location of the seminar of
course! Trinlty College Dublin was erected between 1853 and 1857 and designed by
architThomas Deane and Benjamin Woodward, the same architects who
designed OUM. With its range of limestones and marbles, the building is a joy for a
geologist, in much the same way that OUM holds such a fascination. Patrick
described the exterior and interior of the building noting the wonderful animal and
plant carvings (squirrels, nuts, cats and mice) most of which were carved in-situ,
especially around the archways. There are heavy marble inlays, staircases of
Portland Stone and Yorkshire Flags, with black slates and limestones and purple
Welsh slate. The two-domed roof with enamelled red, blue and yellow bricks and
stained sandstones gives a wondelful alternating effect.
There are 32 columns of Irish Marble within the building as well as marble (some
actually polished limestones) banisten and balconies. Insets of marble were also
used on wall decorations and the only non-native stone used was a dark red
serpentinite from Lizard, Cornwall. Patrick concluded his talk with a brief overview
of the history of the Geology Museum at Trinity College.

Peter Russell, curator of the Earth Sciences Museum, chose the gneiss for the
exhibit atrium after seeing a piece from the quarry displayed at the 1993 Royal
Winter Fair in Toronto. The gneiss monolith makes a big statement about the
building being the home of the Earth Sciences department. The rock was also
chosen because it could be extracted in one piece, large enough to rise from the
basement to the second floor without s u ~ ~ o rother
t . than the foundation. To view
some pict~resof the installat.on vis~t:w&:xience.uwaterloo~ca/eartn/rock.html
Pete( Russell, Department of Earth Sciences, Universtry of Waterloo, Ontario

RSNC and Earth Science
Since 1991, the Royal Society for Nature conservation (RSNC) has promoted
Regionally Important Geological Sites (RIGS) and Rockwatch, and an holistic
approach to Earth science, outlined in RSNC's Earth Science Strategy published in
May 2000. At its meeting in February 2001, the RSNC Council agreed to continue
"to undertake Earth Science work until the establishment of a suitable new body to
undertake the work proposed in the Earth Science Strategy and to continue to give
financial support until the new body is established". RSNC Council agreed to work
towards the formation of a partnership organisation, Earthtrust, to help to deliver
the Earth Science Strategy. Council felt that, because of the far reaching objectives
in the Strategy, and as there was no existing organisation with the remit to present
a coherent and inclusive view of Earth science and its importance to everyday life,
that it must act to promote an holistic approach to Earth science. It therefore
agreed to spearhead the formation of the separate trust.
However, in October 2001, that Council resolution was dismissed out of hand.
Despite 37 out of 46 Wildlife Trusts owning or managing geological Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (and an equal number are likely to have RIGS and other
geological local sites in their ownership or control), the RSNC's 10 point
Conservation Plan, Protecting Wildlife for the future, excludes Earth science
consewation.
So why this change? A critical report from the Charity Commission and cash flow
problems solicited a knee-jerk decision to drop all adivlties that were not covered in
the 10-point Conselvation Plan, and that Earth science should not oe ~ndertakenby
RSNC unless someone else Davs for it. What an ind ctment for an oraanisation with
a royal charter for nature conservation!

-

It could be argued that the writing has been on the wall for Earth sclence since the

push to change the names of trusts from Nature Conservation to Wildlife. But the
marginalisation of geoconservation within RSNC became clear when it was
suggested that bids-for geoconservation funding would have to bechannelled
throuah the Director of DeveioDment for the W ldlife Trusts to ensllre that these did
not &mpromise bids from ihe Wildlife Trusts. More recently, a bid to the
Environment Action Fund to secure funding for Earthtrust was vetoed for the same
reason. Not only have the Trusts excluded and isolated Earth xience from their
Conservation Plan, they seem to have been positively obstructive to its independent
development.

ammonite spirals, and John Nash used them in Regent Street in London in 1817.
Brighton has, in particular, good, typical ammonite capitals.
John then described how Mantell commissioned architect Amon Wiide to re-model
his house (Wiide was the original architect). Wilde appears to have liked the
ammonite link to his name. Amon Wilde and Amon Henry Wilde (his son) moved to
Brighton in 1815. They went on to work on the expansion of Brighton and Hove.
The ammonite capital is used extensively.
I n 1833 Amon Wilde died and Mantell moved from Lewes to Brighton to establish a
medical practise but spent most of his time running his Manteilian Museum. He
eventually sold his collection to the BM(NH) for £4000. Finally, John described some
other examples of ammonite motifs outside Brighton, in Islington and Tunbridge
Wells.
Our final speaker of the day was Peter Crowther on Illustrators of the
Fafaeontographkdf Soc/ety (Pal Soc.) Monographs. Peter confounded the
projectionists by using two slide projectors at once, necessitating several minutes of
emergency maintenance, so GCG chairman Tom Sharpe, took the opportunity to
present the GCG A.G. Brighton Medal to Philip Powell for his contributions to
palaeontological documentation (see Brighton medal report in GeologicalCurator).
After repairs to the projector, Peter began by outlining the history of the Pal. Soc.
which began publishing monographs in 1847. Peter explained that his interest is
reaiiy in the illustrators before the use of photography, in effect the period between
1&47and World War 1.On each plate there is a credit line so it is a relatively simple
matter to work out which illustrators worked with which scientists. Printing was
done in the early days using engraving, but the great majority were high qualiw
lithographs. So who were the illustrators? Peter explained that they were
sometimes the scientffic workers themselves eg: Thomas Davidson (1851 and 1855
: Silurian Monographs). These were drawn and lithographed by Davidson himself
who was also a trained illustrator. Sometimes one person did the drawing and
another did the lithographic drawing. Authors even drew upon their own families.
Ramsy Traqualr worked with his wife Phoebe Traquair (P.A.T) and Woodward
worked with several members of his family.
Peter went on to describe the works of some of the more prolific illustrators. These
included Bill Bailey, I. Dinkel (who originally worked with Agassiz) produced some
200 plates for the monographs (150 for Richard Owen), Alfred Hollick, A.H. Searie
and A. Gawan who produced 250 plates over 30 years from 1864 - 1893. Peter
described the cost of producing the monographs (about three quarters of total
subscription revenue for each year at the beginning), and illustration cost about one
third of this total, so it was an expensive venture.
Peter concluded his talk by describing an Interesting account of the discovery of
several plates of extant crinoids which were never published in the monographs but

Ethical fossils
The ethical acquisition of fossil material was the subject of a lively GCG seminar in
Manchester last year. This complex issue is currently under discussion within GCG
Committee and we hope shortly to solicit views across the breadth of our
membership in the formulation of a policy. Papers presented at the Manchester
meeting will be published in a forthcoming part of The Geological Curator. I n the
meantime. the issue is makina the news.
Nabre [Vol 415, 10 January 2002, p.1081 reports that the Chinese Society of
Vertebrate Paleontology has approached the Senckenberg Museum in Frankfurt
requesting the return of a psittacosaurid specimen. Unlike other psittacosaur
specimens, this one has quill-like spines on its tail. I t is claimed that the fossil,
which had been purchased last year from a German dealer for US$ 200,000, was
illegally removed from China.
And in the latest issue of Earth Heritage (Issue 17, Winter 2002), Colin MacFadyen
of Scottish Natural Heritage provides an update on the attempts by SNH to
persuade the Humboldt Museum in Berlin to return fossils purchased from a
German amateur collector who had taken them illegally from Birk Knowies SSSI.
That same issue of Eatth Heritage also carries an article by Tristram Besterman,
Director of the Manchester Museum and Convener of the Museums Association
Ethics Committee from 1995 to 2001. This provides a clear summary of the position
of UK museum curators within the context of the Museums Association Code of
Ethics, and the UNESCO 1970 Convention.

Where are Sir Walter Raleigh's samples of ore from Guiana?
I n connection with current research Iam doing on Sir Walter Raleigh's movements
through the Orinoco delta and the Lower Orinoco in 1595, Iwould like to locate
samples of ore from Guiana which he supposedly brought back to England. Iam
curious what comparison might
of samples of the disputed ore that Raleigh
. yield
.
brought back, with rocks from a couple of sites on the Guiana shield along this part
of
the river lie downstream
eastwards from Puerto OrdazlSan Felix). Do anv of his
.~
~~-~
samples still exist and where they might belocated? Has anyone ever attempted to
make a comparison of his material with that of the Guiana shield, and have the
results been published, and if so, where?
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This query comes as a result of a discovery Imade a few years ago in the Nksarkiv
Stockholm, and Itraveled to Venezuela last March to read the terrain against the
new documents. Any information would be gratefully received.
Paul R. Seliin, Oud-hoogleraar, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Professor Emeritus,
University of California, Los Angeles psellin@ucla.edu

Free job ads
The Geological Society's website (www.geolsoc.org.uk) now offers a free job
vacancy listing service. I f your institution is looking for a geologist, send your

Forthcoming GCG seminars and workshops
8-9 March 2002 Dinosaur Isle Museum, Sandown, Isle of Wight.
GCG seminar and field trip, and viewing o f new museum.
For nearly a century the Museum of Isle of Wight Geology, above Sandown Library,
housed the island's geology and fossil collections. On 10 August 2001 thls changed
with the opening of the new £2.7 million Dinosaur Isle, a purpose-built attraction
replacing the old museum, which now provides the space and facilities to display
the geological collections. This meeting will include a tour of these new facilities and
wiil also provide insights into the BBC TV series "Live from Dinosaur Island" which
was screened last year.
Friday 8 March 2002 : Dinosaur Isie Education Room
1000 Registration and coffee and biscuits.
1030 Welcome - Dr Mike Bishop, Museums Officer.
1045 Dave Martili: Live from Dinosaur Island -the academic perspective.
1115 Steve Hutt: Live from Dinosaur Island -the museum's perspective.
1145 Martin Munt: Live from Dinosaur Island -the DlnOMUr Isle Project.
1215 Lunch at Browns Golf Course (very short walk)
1345 Taiks to be confirmed
1530 Tealcoffee and biscuits.
1600 Taiks to be confirmed.
1730 Tour of Dinosaur Isle - Martin Munt Curator.
Evening to be arranged and will include dinner / drinks at local restauranWpub
Saturday 9 March 2002
1000 Meet at Dinosaur Isle
1030 Depart for field trip to Yaverland to see the Cretaceous sequence.
1500 ~ & t i n gEnds.
Meeting Fee £5.00. Please pay on the day. Fee does not cover iunch or evening
meal.
Please complete the booking form on the centre pages and send it to Martin Munt
(Curator), Dinosaur Isie, Culver Parade, Sandown, Isie of Wight, tel 01983 404344,
fax 01983 402748, email Martin.Munt@iow.gov.uk
15 May 2002 British Geological Survey, Keyworth, Nottingham
Joint Mretina: GCG and Geosciente Information G r o u ~ :Geoloalcal
Collections ~ G b a s e s G
, I s and the WWW
1000 Coffee and setting up of demonstrations.
1100 Patrick Bell, British Geological Survey, Keyworth: BGS's Geoscience Data
Index. - a web-based spatial index to our data holdings
1130 Adrian Rissone, Natural History Museum: The Palaeontology Department
specimen cataloguing system.
1200 John Faithfuli, Hunterian Museum, Giasgow: 9 Years of INCA: evolution of
a museum catalogue
1245 Buffet lunch, with demonstrations.
1400 Tim McCormick, British Geological Survey, Keyworth: Paiaeosaurus

-

Geodiversity Consulting

-- -

- people, conservation and collections

Mick Stanley, a museum professional with 30 years experience of management,
Heritage NVQs' , Registration, collections, storage, security, exhibitions and
interpretation can give you a different perspective on your project or problem,
finding opportunities and new approaches, using surveys, reports, feasibilities,
strategies and action plans. Mick alm provides a service for developers and planners
to glve help, advice, surveys, maps and reports recording the use of traditional
b o t t d t m g m a t e r i a t r i n c i ~ mv ~
i i l ~ T h e c a s t u ~ o r k k b a s onthe
ed
size and population of the city, town, village or area. Geodiversity mapping is a new
tool for development control, enabling politicians and planners to maintaln iocai
geodiversity and distinctiveness to keep towns and villages unlque; Geodiversity
links people, landscapes and their culture.

New members
GCG is pleased to welcome the following new members: Sarah Long, Sally
Young and David Smith, Natural History Museum; and Nigel Larkin, Norfolk.

Exhibitions 2002

-

Walkr'ng with dnosaus Nationai Museum of Wales, Cardiff 23 March 30 June.

Newish publfcations
A manual of pract~cal,labo~to~y
and jdd techniques in palambiolog/ by Owen R
Green, 2001. Dordrecht: Kiuwer, xiv + 538pp. ISBN 0 412 58980 X.
Earth science and the natural herita~e:interactions and inte4raed management
edited by JE Gordon and KF ieys, 2001. Edinburgh: he ~tationerf~mce.
ISBN 0 11497283 4, £35.00.
Beneath our feet the caves and limesfone xenety of the north of Ireiand by
Pamela and Tlm W g , 2001. Belfast: EnvironMht and Heritage Service;
ISBN 1084 123,347 iThe aoe
of the Earth f&m 4004BC to AD ZOO2 edited bv ClE Lewis and 53 Knell.
<
2001. Feoloaiml k i e b Special Publication No (90. 304pp. ISBN 1 86239
093 2, £70.00.
The geology of Ieland edited by Charles H Holland, 2W1. Edinburgh: Dunedin
Academic Press. ISBN 1 903765 04 8 (hardback). £85.00; 1903765 07 2
(paperback), £55.00.
Walkhg wwitnastr. Appreston'csafariby Tim Haines, 2001. London: BBC, 264pp.
ISBN 0 563 53763 9. £19.99.
Awns: the search for the heginning of time by Martin Gorst, 2001. Fourth Estate,
314pp. ISBN 184115 117 3,-£14.99
The rosk men: pioneers of Lakeland geology edited by Alan Smith, 2001. Keswick:
Cumberland Geological Society, 187pp. ISBN 0 9541102 0 X, £8.90,

-

New Ten Mile maps
The British Geoidgical Survey will this month be publishmg the fourth edition of the
Ten Mile (1:625 000) Solid Geological Map Of the UK North and South sheets. The

27 November 2002 The Manchester Museum, Manchester
GCG Workshop: Identifying fosslls 3: Corals
A workshop led by Dr lohn Nudds on the identification of fossll corals.
Contab: John Nudds, The Manchester Museum, University of Manchester, Oxford
Road, Manchester M13 9PL tei 0161 275 2660 fax 0161 275 2676 e-mail
john.nudds@man.ac.uk
18-11 December 4009 Sedgwick Museum, Downing Street, Cambridge
GCG Seminar, AGM and study visit
This visit will include an opportunity to view the new gallery redevelopment at the
Sedgwick scheduled to open in summer 2002 and to view the collections.
Contact: Dr Liz Hide, Sedgwick Museum, Department of Earth Sciences, University
of Cambridge, Downing Street, Cambridge, CB2 3EQ tei 01223 766969, email
eahl7@ex.cam.ac.uk

O t h e r meetings
14-15 March 2002 Geological Society, Burlington House, London
History of Geology Group: The amateur in British geology
Thursday 14 March
1000 Registration and coffee
1025 Welcome Stuart Baldwin (HOGG)
SESSION 1Chair: Susan Brown (GA)
1030 Stuart Baldwin, Witham: Little and Large,
. . or the amateur in science from
micmmpjj to astronomy.
1100 Eric Robinson, Watchet: The amateur and the Geologists' Association.
1130 Steohen Donovan, Leiden: C.T. Trechmann, D.Sc, and the development of
Canbbean geology between the Wars.
1200 lake Hancock, Shaftesbury: Denis Curry - a modest polymath.
1230 Lunch
SESSION 2 Chair: Hugh Torrens (HOGG)
1330 Caroline Buttler and Tom Sharpe, Cardiff, Patrick Wyse lackson, Dublln:
George Robert Vine (1825-1893), staymaker, bryozwloglst and fossil dealer.
1400 Cynthia Eurek, Chester: Women in Geology - are they amateurs or
professionals?
1430 Geoff Tresise, Merseyside: George Morton, Henry Beasiey and Triassic
foot~rintclassification.
1500 ~ e a '
1530 Andrew Smith, London: C.W. Wright and the palaeontology of the Chalk.
1600 Martina Kohl-Ebert, Munich: G.B. Greenough and "elevation" - private
background of a geological debate.
1630 Ralph Wonnor, Cambridge: Thomas Hawkins, the Glastonbury eccentriccollector-writer-lunatic.
Friday 15 March
SESSION 3 Chair: John Martin (HOGG & GA)
1000 Anne O'Connor, Durham: S H. Warren: The contribution of an amateur

Cwke is close to completion. Thanks are due to Susan for the work that she has
put into this, and for manning our stand at the Museums Association Conference.
GCG is the sum of its membership, and Iwould like to thank you, the members, for
your support and help during my tenure as Chairman. Your attendance at our
meetings and your contributions to our newsletter and journal (and of course, your
subscriptions) all contribute to the success of the Group. It has been a pleasure to
setve as your Chairman for the last three years, and I know that under our first
a~m~~ewiii~mmstrelTgtht&rmgth.
Tom Sharpe, GCG Chairman,
Cardiff 30 November ZOO1

Award of the A G Brighton Medal
Every three years, It is the privilege of the retiring Chairman to make the award of
the AG Brighton Medal, and at the AGM in Oxford it was most appropriately
awarded to H Philip Powell, Assistant Curator of the Geological Collections at Oxford
University Museum of Natural History, in recegnition of his work on the geological
collections there over a period of nearly 40 years. The full citation will appear in a
forthcoming issue of me GeologiwlCurator.
GCG Committee 2002
Chairman: Patrick Wyse Jackson, Department of Geology, Trinity College, Dublin
2, Ireiand tel +353 1 608 1477, fax +353 1 671 1199, e-mail
wysjcknp@tcd.ie
Patrick Wvse lackson MA. PhD. HdioEd. Curator of the Geolwical Museum at Trinitv
College, dublin, was elecled chalrma'n of the Grokp for the nenthree years at the AGM
held in Oxford on 5 December 2001. Patr,ck has spent ail of h s career at Trinity Colege,
Dublin. He araduated in aeoloav in 1985 and then soent a vear trainlna as a secondalv
school teac6er. He spent-wo Gars teach ng In D J in~ wfok tnc bre 2 research pu ld
him oack to Trlnlty where he complete0 a PhD on Carwnifcro~sbryozoans in 1991. rle
succeeded lohn Nudds (a previous Chalrman of the Group) as Curator in 1988. He nas
edlteo the Group's journal 7he Gmlogical Curator since 1994. H s research interem are
varied: he continues to work on Palaeozoic bryozoans for the Trmtix on Invertebrate
Paleontology revklon; he has carried out extensive research on the history of Irish
geology; and he is the author of a book on the building stones of Dublin.
Secretary: Giles Miller, Department of Palaeontoiogy, The Natural History
Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD tel 0207 942 5415, fax 0207
942 5546 emaii G.MiIIer@nhm.ac.uk
Treasurer: Susan Cooke, Leicestershire County Museum Service, County Hall,
Glenfield, Leicester LE3 8TB tel 0116 2656843, fax 0116 2656788, e-mail
xooke@leics.gov.uk
Programme Secretary: Steve McLean, Hancock Museum, Barras Bridge,
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4PT tel 0191 222 6765, fax 0191 222 6753,
e-mail s.g.mclean@ncl.ac.uk
Editor of Journal: Patrick Wyse Jackson, Department of Geology, Trinity College,
Dublin 2, Ireland tel +353 1 608 1477, fax +353 1 671 1199, e-mail
wysjcknp@tcd.ie

West, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3A 2K6 tel 514 398 4086 ext 4094, fax 514 398
3185, email ibirkel@po-box.mcgilI.ca
23-26 August 2002 The Spa Centre, Scarborough, Yorkshire
Geologists' Association: Earth Alert 2. A festival of geology
Contact: Dr W French, Geologists Association Office, Burlington House, Piccadiliy,
London
- ..- - .. W
..-I V. 9AG
-. .-

1-6 September 2002 Edinburgh International Conference Centre
isrnQuadrennial Meetina of the International MineralogicalAssociation
For ftkher information: email ima2002@ed.ac.uk or info@minersoc.org or see
www.minersoc.org/IMA2002
9-10 September 2002 Sedgwick Museum and Department of Earth
Sciences, University of Cambridge
llm Symposium of palaeontological preparation and conservation.
Contact: Leslie N&, email lnoe0l@ex.cam.ac.uk

11-14 September 2002 Sodgwick Museum and Department of Earth

Sciences, University of Cambridge
5ornSymposium of vertebrate palaeontology and comparative anatomy
Contact: Alison Allen (SVPCA), Department of Earth Sciences, Downing Street,
Cambridge CB2 3EQ, fax 01223 333450, emaii alison@ex.cam.ac.uk
11-13 Qckbe: 2002 Victoria Ha!!, Crcmam
3d Miller in Context conference, celebrating the bicentenary of the birth
of Hugh Miller
For further information see www.hughmiller.org

that we can see whether or not things have improved for geology in museums since
Phil Doughty's ground-breaking survey of 20 years ago. We should see the results
of this new survey early in 2002. But my gut feeling is that we have gone
backwards, and not forwards. Phil's survey highlighted the large number of
geological collections not in the care of a geological curator; Idoubt that the
situation has improved. Ihope Iwill be proved wrong when Glenys publishes the
results of her survey.
As ever, GCG Committee has discussed, and been in correspondence with,
institutions where we believe geological collections deserve better treatment. A case
in point is the plan by Nottingham City Council to remove their natural history
collections from Wollaton Hall. We have expressed reservations about the outline
strategic plan for the museum and we now await a view of the final project plan.
We have also expressed our concern for the future of the collections at the Cornwall
Geological Museum in Penzance. The museum has now closed to the public and is
Imking to vacate the present building and for a new home for the collections.
There have been some steps in the right direction, however. I n my report last year
Ireferred to our concerns that Peterborough Museum was without a geologist to
care for the important palaeontological collections there. They are now in safe
hands; our Recorder, Glenys Wass, took up the post of Collections Manager at
Peterborough in February. We now have Philip Doughty on the British Geological
Survey Collections Advisory Committee, and Ihope that through Phil, GCG can help
give BGS the curatorial advice it requires. Ihope that we will hear more about the
progress of BGSs ambitious plans to have a public access database for all their
collections ready within the next year or two. We have been invited to nominate a
representative to sit on a new advisory panel for natural history collections which is
being established by Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery, and Iam delighted that
Paul Smith from the Lapworth Museum has agreed to act on our behalf. We have
also written in support of plans to establish a local museum in Jarim in Brazil to
house fossils of the Santana Formation from that region.
There are still many challenges ahead for the Group, amongst which are several
important issues arising from the very successful meeting on ethics held in
Manchester earlier this year. These are being followed up, and Ihope that we shall
be in a position to take soundings from the membership early in the New Year.
There is also a move for the merger of the natural science specialist groups. BCG
and NSCG are starting to look at how they might combine as one organisation and
there has been some suggestion that GCG should join with them in this merger.
This was discussed at our last Committee meeting, and the feeling was that GCG
should remain a separate organisation, at least for the time being, but that we
would sit in on the discussions between BCG and NSCG so that we are fully aware
of the issues. Your Committee will keep a close eye on progress and report back to
the membership at an appropriate stage. GCG maintains close links and enjoys a
good relationship with BCG. We are fortunate that we have Steve Thompson who
sits on both Committees as our common link.

GCG ammonites workshop, National Museum of Wales, Cardiff
29 M a y 2002
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