Mo

OPROLITE e

Coprolite is compiled by Tom Sharpe 49 Kelston Road,
Whitchurch. Cardiff CF4 2AG and produced by Monica
Price Univer styMuseum, ParksRoad, Oxford OX13PW.
It will bepublished threetimes avear in February, May and
November. Any material for inclusion should be sent to

Tom Sharpeby the first of the previousmonth, i.e. by 1
F ru:-:IM January. 1 April or 1 October.
IJ L :'] 'L ':Ilf ]I'- Jf""h ] Coprolite is sponsored by C.J.C. Burhouse Ltd of Hud-

( [J']@) ‘\1‘ ( Tr\{g\ dersfield, wholesale digtributorsof minerals, gemstones,

gemstoneproducts and jewellery components.
.-" ‘H.x

From GCG’s Chairman

A new erafor the Group began in February with the publicationof Coprolite which,
thanksto the ministrationsaf Tom Sharpeand MonicaPrice, will benefitall members
preally. Thisyear hasal soseen the publication of thesplendidindex to volume2df the
i reaadvgacal Curator, the result of very hard work by Peter Crowther and especidly
Justin Delair. My thanksto both.

On the Group's behalf, your Committeg's Working Party on Training hasproduced a
report, a Proposed Training Schedulefor MiseumGeol ogists, for much of which we
wre indebted to Chris Collins. This report has been sent to the Museum Training
Institute and we are optimistic that our conclusionswill be heeded. Membersof the
Commitiee havemadesi gnificantcommenton theNCC’s Earth ScienceConservation
- a Draft Strategy, thefinal version of which waslaunchedon 5 December in London,
together with subgstantial supporting materia. Every Geological Locality Recording
Centre will recelvea copy.

Consultationby Committeememberswasal sosought by theGeol ogical Society for its
draft Earth Science Education Directory to which the Group contributed a section,
largely taken from our Thumb'sUp leeflet. The Directory, published in December, is
for school teachers implementing the earth sciences component of the Nationd
Curriculum.

David Price of the Sedgwick Museum has masterminded the Group's efforts to
commemoratethework of Bertie Brighton (1900-1988), Curator of theSedgwick from
1931 to 1968. The A.G. Brighton Fund now standsat over £2000 and details of the
commemorativemedad and award to be supported by thisfund will beannouncedin
due course. We are grateful to David for hiswaork.

Membersdf Committeehavemadecomment on two i ssueswhich havearoused much



anxiety throughout the year. Fird, the tridls and tribulations suffered at the British
Museum (Naturd History) have marked what is perhapsthe greatest calamity yet to
befd| the profession. Among the protests was one in The Independent co-signed by
your Chairman together with Presidentsaf the other mgjor British scientificsocieties.
The proposdsin the corporate plan are now being implemented despiteall protests.
The Group must now concern itself with the succeeding annud plansin continuing
attemptsto influencedecisions.

Second,Committeehasddiberatedonthecased 'Lizzie (Westlothianacurryiinlitt.)
and its implications concerning the export of important naturad history objects.
Committee asked Mike Taylor (Leicester) to help usin our deliberations. Our view,
communicatedtolan Rolfeforinclusionin thedebate, isthat wear e generdly infavour
o fosslsand mineralsbeing included in a control system for the export of heritage
itemshbut that wehavegravereservationsastothepracticabilitydof any system wecould
envisage.

The University Funding Council continuesto stal in itssupplyingdf financefor the
‘strengthening’ of carefor university museumcollections.Committeeare in touch with
thismeatter on variousfrontsincludingtheGeol ogica Society'sConservationCommit-
tee and we have been waiting patiently for progress. In view of thelack of it we will

soon need to rake further action. John Nudds (Manchester) is keeping tabs on the
Stuation on behdf of Committee.

O new initiatives, the first meeting of aTerminology Working Party will shortly be
hed condgstingdf your Chairman,John Martin (L eicester), Nigel Monaghan(Dublin),
and Philip Phillips (Liverpool), in an attempt to produce a standard terminology for
geological specimen curation, following an from the Guidelines.

With the hdp of Simon Timberlake, the Groupiswell on theway tofinaisingdetails
d anannual Geologica Collector o theY ear competition,and wearevery grateful to
the Geologists Associationfor the financia assistance that has been made available
from their Curry Fund for this purpose.

Wehavean agreedtextfor anew publicity leafletwhichisnow at thedesignstage. With
the assstance o Brighton designer Nigel Cunningham, the Group has taken on an
improvedimage with theredesigndf itsletterhead, complimentsdipsand thecover o
Coprolite. Thenext issued the Geological Curator will aso benefit from redesign.

Theend of 1990saw Chris CollinsleaveCommittee after 6 yearsuntiring service. He
has been particularly active in the fields of specimen conservation and curatorial
training and =& are mogt grateful to him.
| am very much looking forward to another fruitful year in 1991.

John Cooper, Chairman, 7 January 1991
[Thisisaprécis of the Chairman’s Report presented at the Group’ sAGM held in December 1990
in York. The full report, along with those of the other officers will appear in the Geological
Curator in duecourse]



GCG Committee 1991

Chairman: John Cooper Booth Museum of Naurd History. 194 Dyke Road,
Brighton BN1 SAA Tel. 0273 552586
Secretary: SimonKnel ScunthorpeMuseum, Oswald Road, ScunthorpeDN147BD
Tel. 0724 843533
Treasurer/Membership Secretary: Andy Newman Hancock Museum, Barras
Bridge, Newcastleupon Tyne NE2 4PT Tel.091 222 7418
Editor: Peter Crowther Brigtol City Museum, Queens Road, Bristol BS8 1RL Te.
0272223592
Recorder: John Nudds The Manchester Museum, The University, Oxford Road,
Manchester M139PL Tel. 061275 2634
Public Relations Officer: Phil Doughty Ulster Museum, Botanic Gardens, Belfast
RT% 5AB Td. 0232 381251
Minutes Secretary: DianaHawkes Hademere Educational Museum, High Street,
Hademere, Surrey GU27 2L A Tdl. 0428 642112
Committee: Mandy Edwards Department of Geology, The University, Oxford
Road, Manchester M13 9PL Te. 061 275 2000
John Martin Leicestershire Museums, 96 New Walk, Leicester LE1
6TD Td. 0533554100
MonicaPrice Oxford University Museum, Parks Road, Oxford OX 1
3PW Td. 0865 272950
Tony Cross Curtis Museum and Art Gallery, High Street, Alton GU34
IBA Tdl. 0420 82802

New Members

GCG is pleased to welcome the following new members: Maura Cahill, University
CollegeGaway; John Faithfull,University of Leicester; SmonRidley, University of
Leicester Museum Studies; and Stuart Ogilvy, Y orkshire Museum.

Musical Curators

Mick Stanley, formerly Assistant County MuseumsOfficer at Derbyshire Museum
Service, hasbeen appointed Principal Keeper of Museumsat Hull and took up hispost
on 2January.

HaslemereMuseum's new telephone number Pleasenote that the new telephone
number of Hademere Educational Museum is0428 642112

Overdue 1990 Per sonal Subscriptions

Asubstantial numberof membershavenot yet paid their subscriptionsfor1990. Would
those memberswith guilty consciences please make their payments,a ong with their
1991 subscriptions, assoon aspossibleto theMembershipSecretary/Treasurer whose
addresscan befound on the subscriptionform on the centre pages.



Forthcoming meetingsand seminars

14 March 1991 Haslemere Educational Museum, High Street, Haslemere
GCG and Group for Education in Museums Seminar: Museums, education and
the earth sciences
The earth sciences form an essential component of the National Curriculum. This
seminar examineshow museumscan makethebest useof their resourcesto meet these
new demands
11.00 (Coffeefrom 10.30)
Speakersinclude:

Peter Brannlund, Bownstone Community College, West Sussex;

Hazel Moffat, Her Mgjesty's I nspectorate;

Mary Tolan, Reading Museum Service;

David Curry, St Albans Museum,;

Kate Pontin, LeicestershireMuseum Service;

Diana Hawkes, Had emere Educationa Museum

Mceting fee: £4.00, including buffet lunch.

Plcase complete the booking form on the centre pages and send it with payment
(chequesmade payableto GCG) to Diana Hawkes, Haslemere Educational Museum,
High Street, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 2L A (Tel. 0428 642112) by 4 March 1991.

14-18 April 1991 University of Sheffield

BCG/GCG Curatorial Course.

For anyonewantingtobrush upon current thinking about thecuration of biological and

geological materials,and especially useful for those studying for the Diploma.
Contact: BobToynton, Divisionof ContinuingEducation, University of Sheffield,
85 Wilkinson Street, SheffieldS10 2GJ Tel. 0742 768555 ext. 4932

6-11 May 1991 Ottawa, Canada
Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections, 6th Annual Meeting
and Training Workshop.
Contact: G R Fitzgerald, Canadian Museum of Nature, Earth Sciences (Palacobi-
ology), PO Box 3443, Station D, Ottawa, Ontario, K.IF 6P4, Canada.

4-5June 1991 Perth Museum and Art Gallery, George Street, Perth
GCG Seminar and field trip: Thewordsand the stones: geology displaysfor the
public.
Contact: Mike Taylor, Perth Museum and Art Gallery, George Street, Perth FH1
5LB Tel. 0738 32488

22-26 July 1991 Newcastle
M useumsAssociation Annual Conference: Disputablefacts: innovationsininter-
pretation.
Contact: The Museums Association, 34 Bloomsbury Way, London WC1A 2SF
Tel. 071404 4767



25-31 August 1991 Plymouth

Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science.
Contact: Michael Robbins, ¢ Polytechnic South West, Drake Circus, Plymouth
PL4 8AA

2-3September 1991 Plymouth Museum and Art Gallery, Drake Circus, Plymouth
GCG Seminar and field trip:
Contact: MikeBishop,Plymouth City Museumand Art Gallery. Drake Circus, Ply-
mouth PL4 8AJ Tel. 0752 668000 ext. 4378

9-15 September 1991 Dresden, Germany
INHIGEO International Symposium: Museumsand collectionsin the history of
mineralogy, geology and palaeontol ogy.

Contact: Sekretariat der GGW, INHIGEO 1991, Invalidenstrasse 43, Berlin.

19-22 September 1991 Birmingham
MPG Annual Study Weekend: Art and life. Bridging the gap between museums
and the arts.
Contact: Ann Bukantas, Ferens Art Gallery, Queen Victoria Square, Hull HU1
3RA Tel, 0482 222750

4-5 December 1991 Dudley Museum and Art Gallery, St James’s Road, Dudley
GCG Seminar and AGM: Recent developments at Dudley.
Contact: Colin Reid, Dudley Museum and Art Gallery, StJames's Road, Dudley,
West Midlands DY 1 1HU Tel. 0384 55433

23-25 September 1992 Edinburgh

Joint meeting of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and the National M useums of
Scotland: Volcanism and early terrestrial biotas.

Itisoften thought that fossilsdo not occur in igneousand particularly vol canic, rocks.
Y etfossil animal and plant assembl agesarefound in vol canigenicdepositsof all ages,
and they may be exceptionally well preserved because of the processes locally
associatedwith volcanism. Onesuchsite, East Kirkton, Bathgate, hasrecently yielded
across-sectionof anearly Carboniferousterrestrialcommunity. Itincludesnotonly the
oldest known regtile, but also thefirst terrestrial amphibian assemblage'to befoundin
the British Carboniferous. These are the oldest known, fully land-going tetrapods.
They are accompani edby exceptionally preserved plants, and by some of theearliest
proven terrestrial arthropods,including ametre-longscorpion. Thisbiotaispreserved
within laminites, probably depositedin alake affected by hot-spring waters. Theleke
wassituatedon theflanksof theWest L othi an basalticvol caniccentre, ina continental
rift zone.

A 3-day mestingis being planned to discuss the significanceof thishiota, itsrelation
totheenclosingrocks, andthe relevancecf similar situationselsewhere. Symposium
sessionswill beon: volcanic setting and activity; sedimentation and diagenesis; the
biota; palacoecology and taphonomy; and comparabl ebiotas. About 20 speakerswill



include Prof. W.A. Shear, Hampden-Sydney College, Virginia, Prof. R.L. Carroll,
McGill University, Montreal; and Prof. B.G.J. Upton, University of Edinburgh. Other
contributors are now invited to exhibit posters and to submit short papers for
publication. Therewill also bealaboratory demondration of key materia and, on 26
September 1992, a field excursion to the Bathgate site and to Pettycur, Fife to see
volcanigenic permineralisedfloras.
Paperswill be publishedasaspecia part of theTransactionsof the Royal Society of
Edinburgh: Earth Scienceswhichwill beavailableat areduced rateto thoseattending
the mesting.
Contact: Sandra McDougall, MedtingsSecretary, The Royal Society of Edinburgh,
22,24 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 2PQ

Exhibitions

Mammoth!

Hancock Museum, Newcastle upon Tyne until 11 Sep 1991
Monstersd the deep

Y orkshire Museum, Y ork until Oct 1991
The Dinosaur Roadshow

Dorman Museum, Middlesbrough 19Jan - 27 Apr 1991
Dawn o the Dinosaurs

Aymouth Museum 4 May 1991 - 31 Jan 1992

Mineral Shows

Essex Rock and Minerd Show, Saturday 16 February 1991.

North Romford Community Centre, ClockhouseL ane, Collier Row, Romford, Essex.
10.00 t0 16.00, admission 50p.

For further detailscontact Stuart Adams, 69 Westbury Lane, Buckhurst Hill, Essex
IG9 5PH Tel. 081 504 9422

Thievesat University College, London

Two Victorian mahogany fossil cabinets together with some of their contents were
stolen from thebasement storeof theZoology Museumat University College, London
over theweekend of the 5-6 January 1991.

They were part of the Geology Department's vertebrate palacontology collection
(lodged with Zoology for safekeeping! ). Notall thefossilsweretaken, the mgjority
o thefishcollectionwasdumpedon thefloor andinaconvenientdustbin. Themissing
fossils were chondrichthyes, mainly teeth, al with Bb numbers;, some chelonian,
ichthyosaur, | guanodon, pliosaur and plesiosaur materid d| with Dd numbers; and
rodent, perissodactyl and artiodactyl materia, mainly teeth, dl with F numbers.

Further details from Rosina Down 071 387 7050 ext. 3564 or Wendy Kirk 071 387
9300 ext. 5104.



Ludlow Museum

The Group was proud to honour John Norton MBE with a Life Membershipon his
retirement in December 1989 from Ludlow where he had latterly been in post as
Assistant Keeper, and formerly as Curator of the Buttercross. The Group met in
Ludlowin 1984 and in Shrewsburyin 1988and naturaly we have keenly awaited the
fillingd hispost Wehavel ooked for thecontinuanceof hisacclaimed work,and there
has been some disappointment that the post remains unfilled, As members who
attended the AGM wiill know, newsreached mein Y ork that adecision had been taken
that hispost would not befilled and furthermorethat thegeol ogy collectionswould be
movedfrom Ludlow to storageel sewhere. Thisnewsfollowed earlierinformation that
the post was to be split into two, onefor geology and one for biology, and which are
tobefunded on ashort-term, contract basis. Clearly, thiswasameétter for concern and
| wrote to Geoffrey McCabe, Chief Cultural Services Officer for Shropshire to
ascertain the true Situation.

| am pleased to say that he told me that thereis no intention to move the collections.
Hehasd sowrittento metodescribethecomplicationsregardingthefunding of John's
post which indeed is currently envisaged as being split. As yet | am unclear as to
whether thetwo new podsarepart-timeor full-time,or whether they are temporary or
permanent.

Whilst | am happy to refute the rumours as they were put to me, the Group must
continueto worry about thefutureof curatoria cover for thegeological collectionsat
Ludlow. Wecannot be happy with any proposa other than the maintenenceof afull-
timegeological curator.

John A. Cooper, Chairman

RecapturingtheInitiative - Yorkshire Museum, York
6 December 1990
GCG Seminar Report

Froma'Y ork perspectiveit must seem asif thearchaeol ogistshavea powerful gripon
the initiativeand thepublicimagination. Six very ablespeakersexamirted thevalidity
of that feelingand viewed the question from both historical and modem viewpoints.
In hisopening addressBrian Hayton, Director of the Y orkshireMuseum, gavea brief
history of that venerableinstitution and explained how it was taking the initiative.
From rich and powerful beginningsthefortunesof the Museum declined until it was
“ditched” by theCity Council asa museum without hope. Since 1974, anew and very
businesdike gpproach has been adopted by the County Council, which hesinvested
heavilyin themuseum and which now successfully competesfor visitorswith themany
otherattractions Y ork hastooffer. A seriesof mgjor temporary exhibitions- including
geologica ones, such as A New Look at Dinosaurs and the forthcoming Chinese
Dinosaurs- pullsinthevisitorsand makesprofits. A radical approachwas needed to



thefinancingof big exhibitions. The Museum is now alowed to keepits profitsand
plough them back intonew exhibitions. But heemphasi sed that thisheavy investment
inthefront of the houseisbaanced with appropriatecuratorial resources, for thereis
afirm bdief that good exhibitionsare built on well curated collectionsand sound re-
search. TheY orkshireMuseum boagtsthat it isoneof thefew museumstoday ableto
increaseresources for curation in these very depressing times.

Dr. Jack Morrell of Bradford University examined the history of therivary between
geology and archaeology. It did appear that geology hed akind of heroic agein the
last century, founded on mgjor discoveries, propounded by heroic individuals and
supported by august ingtitutions. Helisted thecharacteristicswhich gave geology the
edge over the back-breakingtedium of archaeologica work and kept it in the public
eye. But with the advent of conservation, environmenta and landscapeissues have
surged ahead and archaeol ogy has been right up there with them. 1t isnow an urgent
mission to rescue, record and interpret theevidenced the peopleof the past.

Dr P. Addyman, Director of the Y ork Archaeologica Trust drew out other character-
igicsin favour of archaeol ogy having the upper hand but heemphasi sedthat it wasthe
apocolyptic threat toarchaeol ogical sitesthat led to theestablishmentdf Rescue. This
powerful lobby helped improve teaching, brought about the creation of County Ar-
chaeol ogistsand Archaeol ogical Units, led to new lawsand thecreation of thelngtitute
of Professona Archaeologists All this haslargdy left museums behind, although
they have benefitedfrom growthin collectionsandimprovedscientificrecording. The
perceived problem this causein museumconservation, recordingand storagecould be
seen asaplatform to ask for moreresources, hesaid. But the key to thereal success
of archaeology -in York at any rate - isinimaginativeinterpretationand interaction
with thepublic. Hegaveavery brief history of the'York Archaeologica Trust - which
isa permanent excavation teem established asaresult of t he Rescueinitiative. Ther
fieldwork excited the public and led to the appointment of an Education Officer.
hel ping to createafavourableclimate. Theexcitingresultslead to better interpretation
and interaction with the public. Thefamous Viking Jorvik Centreand the new ARC
(Archaeologicd ResourcesCentre) strive to capture young heartsand minds.

The afternoon's speakers showed quiteclearly that all wasfar from doom and gloom
in thegeol ogica world and that outside thewdlsof theCity of Y ork theinitiativewas
indeed being recaptured, even if some of usdidn't rediseit. lan Rolfe described
severd successful ventures where glorious victories had been snatched against the
odds. He cited the successful 'Mr. Woods' Fossils exhibition, which attempted to
makethegreatestimpact from apitiful display budget by concentratingon thehuman
angle producinga travelling exhibition about the man and hisfossils. In publication
they resorted to collaboration with another agency to publish a book that had been
waiting unsuccessfullyfor years. Theresult wasvastly superiortoearlier expectations.
And in thefieldof specimen acquisition lan was successful againgt al odds in
preventing theexport of “Lizzie” - thekey early reptilespecimen. But morethan this



it demonstrated that scientific materia could attract the kind of money normally
reserved for theart worl d; it led to questionsin Parliament about the protectionof fossil
specimensand in the process the cause of pa aeontology was well publicised.

Dr. Graham Durant showed that geology had been wel served in the various
exhibitions and extravaganzasthat Glasgow has staged over recent years. He urged
usto beopportunistand to baseour conduct on present circumstances, not on principle.
Almog ay situation could be given ageological dimension, if imaginationand an
opportunistspirit wereemployed. For example, theGarden Fedtiva in 1988 may not
seem at first tooffer an opportunity for geology, but financewasavail ableto be tapped,
s0 in the Time Trek Pavilion they were able to tell the story of the colonization of
theEarih by plants. It was seen by 400,000 people, many d whom were new to
geology, and it resulted in new specimensfor the Hunterian Museum.

Phil Philips, inatalk full of practical tips, described the new initiativ eat Liverpool in
getting the public to interact with specimensfrom the natura history and geology col-
lections. Thisidea hed evolved into the Naturd History Centre after many yearsof
experience and experiment and the process o refinement continues. Through the
centre peopleareabletodo nove things, such ashandlespecimens, use microscopes,
tak tostaff(!), havespecimensidentified, activitiesfor youngsters,learn moreabout
the reference collections and specimens on display and take courses on speciaist
topics. All thishdpsto bresk down barriers, to makegeol ogy moreapproachableand
improvesthe statusof geology in themind of a public which sometimescannot tell
the difference between an archaeologist and a geologist.

Congratul ationsto Paul Ensom for arranging astimul atingseminar. Thelessonsof the
day would seem to be: get David Attenborough talking even moreabout geology and
less about termites; expl oit the urgency and excitementdf theconservation movement
if possible; use modem interpretivetechni questo tell agood story andinteractwith the
generd publicasmuch aspossible; seeyour problemsaschallengesand opportunities.
Aboveall, keep looking for those opportunitiesand turn them to your advantage.

Martin Warren, Cromer Museum

Newish Publications

Nature Conservancy Council 16th Report covering the period | April 1989 to 31
March 1990. NatureConservancyCouncil, Peterborough, 1990, 184pp. ISBN 086139
6820.

The making of modern Britain. Death of an ocean. Therocksof the Lower Palaeozoic
by M. J. Harley, T. Niddd and A.P. McKirdy. Nature Conservancy Council, Peterbor-
ough, 1990, 16pp. ISBN 0 86139 666 9.

Big mouthsand long necks. The Plesiosaurs. Fossil sea-monsters of ancient timeshy
M.A. Taylor and J.G. Martin. L eicestershireMuseums Service Publication No. 110,
1990, 24pp. ISBN 0 85022287 7. £1.50

.



Vertebrate palaeontology, biology and evolution by M.J. Benton. Unwin Hyman,
London, 1990, 390pp. ISBN 0 04 566001 8. £45 (hardback), ISBN 0 04 566002 6.
£14.95 (paperback).

Piltdown: a scientificforgery by F. Spencer. Oxford University Press/Natural History
Museum, 1990, 298pp. ISBN 0 19 8585225. £17.95

The Piltdown Papers 1908-1955. The correspondence and other documentsrelating
to the Piltdown Forgery edited by F. Spencer. Oxford University Press/ Naturd
History Museum, 1990, 294pp. 1ISBN 0 19858523 3. £30

TheHighlandsControversy. Constructing geological knowledgethroughfieldworkin
19th century Britain by D.R. Oldroyd. Universty of Chicago Press, 1990, 448pp.
ISBN 0 226 626350. £23.95

Principlesof geology by CharlesLyell. Firstedition Volumel facimile, introduction
by MJ.S. Rudwick. University of ChicagoPress, 1990, 586pp. ISBN 022649794 1
£14.25

Gems, granitesand gravels. Knowing and using rocks and mineralsby RV. Dietrich
and B.J. Skinner. Cambridge University Press, 1990, 180pp. ISBN 052134444 1. £15

TheRussell Soci ety has publishedthel atestissuedf itsJournal, volume3, part 2,1990.
ISSN 0263 7839, Details from: Roy E. Starkey, 15 Warwick Avenue, Bromsgrove,
WorcestershireB60 2AH

New geological magazine

Geoscientist isthetitledf anew magazineto be launched thisyear by the Geologica
Society. It will replacetheGeological Society Newsl etter and theBritish Geol ogist and
will be published six timesa year. Geoscientist will contain short features, geonews,
book reviews, new products. correspondence, and job Situationsas well asadiary of
eventsand Specidist Group meetings. Any materia forinclusion should besent to Dr
Roger Beck, Editor-in-Chief, Geoscientist, The Geological Society, Burlington House,
Piccadilly,London W1v ONL

South-Eastern Collections Resear ch Unit (SECRU) revived

Natural science collectiondataresearch, which had cometoahdt in the south-east in
1984 through lack o coordination, was revived in 1989 when the Museums and
GalleriesCommission asked Jim Bateman to undertakethisrole. A Working Group
made up of representativesfrom each county was formed and by early 1990 enquiry
forms and record sheets had been drawn up. The county representativesare the key
factorsin the data gathering process. Within their areas, they contact the owners o
collections, whether they areindtitutional or private. Provisionis madefor curatorsto
vigt collections where the owner feds unable to supply the data that are required.
Arrangements have now been madefor al of thedatato beentered on computerat the
Museums Documentation Association.

-1l



Dataarc now beginning to comein anditisclear that therewill be avast amount of it,
largdly becausedf the great number of private collectorsresiding in thisarea, which
covers Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Greater London, Kent, Cambridgeshire,Bedfordshire,
Hertfordshire, Surrey, Sussex, Buckinghamshire,Oxfordshire, Berkshire,Hampshire,
thelded Wight and the Channdl Idands.

Theform of the register has recently been discussed, and it seemsclear that this will
be produced using varioustypesdf €l ectronic publication,including microficheanda
rangeof computer software. Theability to use data presented in theseforms has been
carefully considered and SECRU feels certain that no-one who serioudly wished to
acquire information would be prevented by a lack of access to the appropriate
hardware.

The present timescale for the project suggests that the bulk of the data will be in by
March 1992, and publication should be possible within afew monthsd that time.

Wehave in thesouth-east thelargest sourced collectionmaterial,namely, the Natura
History Museum. At first they felt unable to cooperate, largely because they thought
that thet ask was too formidable and that they lacked the staff resources. We reached
astage when it wasclear that therewas no hindranceto gai ning access to thedata, but
we would haveto employ outside g&ff to do this. Gladly, there has been achange of
heart and it has now been agreed that data on thescalewe requirewill besupplied by
thelr own staff.

Jm Bateman

Earth Science Conservation in Great Britain - A Strategy

The Strategy waslaunchedon 5 December in Westmingter beforeavery largeaudience
of invited guestsincluding most practisingearth science conservationistsin Britain,
MPs, government officials, nature conservation and wildlife trust representatives,
other interested earth scientistsand some mediapeople. 'Y ou may have missed notice
of theevent in the nationd press ascoverage was minimal, however your local press
will probably have given more space to what is essentially seen as a locdly-based
strategy. ‘Thestrategyisadetailedand practical guidetosolvingproblems facingearth
science conservation today. It providesan overview o the need for earth science
conservation, the meanshy which it can beeffected, and the bodies most able to take
an activerole! Theseare Sir David Attenborough'swords fresm the foreword which
precedesthesummary andrationaleforearth scienceconservation. Thestrategy itself
has sx themes viz: Maintaining the SSSI network; Expanding the RIGS network;
Developing new conservation techniques; Improving site documentation and the
conservationof samples; Increasing publicawareness, and Developing international
techniques. Therearecons derabl egppendicesproducinga handbook of earth science
conservation techniques.



Not surprisingly museums, GCG and geologicd loca records cuamss wiiliini th
Nationd Schemefigurevery largelyinall six themes. If you haven'talesisly 1ias wve |
acopy thencontact NCC a Northminster Housein Peterboroughasthe b s i msins
for your library shelf. NCC are to be congratulated on the production of the steate gy
which asaworld first will, no doubt, be a modd for other countries to tollow

Mick Stanley, Hull Magauminy,

Scottish Shale Oil Museum

Work has begun on thecongtruction of a Scottish Shale Oil Musaum at Livingston in
West Lothian. Scotland was the birthplaceof theoil industry, when Jamces™ Paraffin™
Y oung developed amethod of distillingoil from cod and from the Carboniferous oil
shalesd theMidland Valey. Thenew museumispatd the Almond Valey Heritage
Centre whicha ready receives 12,000 visitorsayear. British Petroleum hascontributed
£15,000for the construction of asimulated shale mineat the Museum, and has also
donated a further £6.000.

From AIM Bulletin, October 1000

Travelling exhibitionssought

TheGeologicd and Mining Museumin Sydney, Australia, which reopensin March as
The Earth Exchangei sseekingdetailsof travellingexhibitionsbeing staged by British
museumsduring the next few years. The Earth Exchangeis particularly interested in
exhibitions on gems, minerds and jewdlery, but would consider other geological
exhibitionswhich had massappeal . Please contact Tina Broad, The Earth Exchange,
Hickson Road, The Rocks, Sydney, New South Wales 2000, Austrdia. Tel. 02 251

2422 Fax 02 247 7157 241 1400.

January pin-up...
The January 1991 Musaums Journal coverpersonis nonecther than the Secretary of
our august organisation in characteristic pose. Shown hard at work surveying the
'gedlogical collectionin a branch museum of a mgor county museum service, he

seemsto haveturned arather sickly green colour. Thecollection doesn't look toowell
cither,

An articleon thethecurrent state of geology in museums, 'Museumson therocks, by
Smon Kndl and Mike Taylor appearsin that issue of MuseumsJournal.
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